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PEPPER FAMILY
WILDLIFE CENTER

PRESENTED BY LANDMARKS ILLINOIS’
REAL ESTATE AND BUILDING INDUSTRIES
COUNCIL & SKYLINE COUNCIL

6:00-8:00 PM
PEPPER FAMILY WILDLIFE CENTER
2207 N. STOCKTON DR., CHICAGO

Join Landmarks lllinois’ Real Estate and Building Industries Council and Skyline
Council, our committee of young and emerging professionals, for a special
event marking five years since the Pepper Family Wildlife Center’s completion.
Network with professionals in real estate, architecture, preservation and
development while enjoying cocktails and hors d’oeuvres in this state-of-the-
art center with immersive viewing opportunities. Details, registration and
sponsorships available at Landmarks.org.

Photo courtesy of © Tom Harris

LANDMARKS ILLINOIS 2026 ANNUAL MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2026
12:00 PM = VIA ZOOM
Free, Registration Required

Registration link at Landmarks.org
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The year Route 66
was established (1926)
and celebrates its 100th

anniversary (2026)

Miles that Route 66 spans
across 8 states from Chicago
to Santa Monica, California
(more than 400 of these miles
are in lllinois)

(at least) Tribal nations
Route 66 travels through
across the U.S.

Population max
of most Route 66
communities in Illinois

The year Illinois’ stretch
of Route 66 received National
Scenic Byway status




ON THE LI
PRESERVATION
NEWS BLOG

During Women'’s History Month in March, Landmarks lllinois
President & CEO Bonnie McDonald reflected on the leading role
women have played in the preservation movement. In the blog
article, “Celebrating Women in Preservation,” Bonnie points out
specific places that were saved thanks to women-led preservation
efforts like Cedar Hill in Washington, D.C., and Chicago’'s own
Clark-Ford House. She also highlighted pioneers who led new
preservation organizations and programs, such
as Nellie Longsworth, who served as the
founding president of Preservation

the National Trust’s first Main Street
Program in the 1970s. Landmarks
lllinois also has a proud legacy of
women in leadership, starting with
Joan Miller, who served as board

president from 1973 to 1974.

Scan the QR code or go to
https://bit.ly/
WomeninPreservation
to read the full article.

Above: Landmarks lllinois Board Chair (1973-74) Joan Miller (right) with
Chicago Mayor Michael A. Bilandic in 1977.

CATCH LANDMARKS ILLINOIS
ON RFD TODAY

Each month, you can hear Landmarks lllinois on RFD Today, a
news and information talk show on the agricultural news radio
network, RFD Radio, based in Bloomington. Each segment features
highlights of our statewide preservation work and that of our
partners. Recent segments focused on Landmarks lllinois grant
recipient, lllinois Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association, which is
working to preserve the historic Wayside Store that is part of the
Trail of Tears Encampment in Buncombe (March 24), The Cairo
Historical Preservation Project, Inc. and Oral History Project (Feb.
23) and the Route 66 Centennial in 2026 (April 22).

E E Scan the QR code to find

all episodes of RFD Today or go to:
E https://bit.ly/LlonRFD
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LI TRANSFORMATIONAL
PRIORITIES SPOTLIGHT:

COMMUNITY
& ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Learn how Landmarks lllinois is delivering

on our Transformational Plan Priorities and
Goals. To read our Transformational Plan, visit
landmarks.org/who-we-are.

Landmarks lllinois Director of Reinvestment
Suzanne Germann has been working with
grant recipient, Beautiful Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, and building industry experts
to bring preservation resources to this
culturally and historically significant church
on Chicago’s South Side. The Neoclassical-
and Art Deco-style church has stood as

a cornerstone of the city’s Englewood
community since its construction in 1923.

It features a striking limestone facade. The
masonry, however, needs restoration to
prevent further deterioration.

In February 2025, Landmarks lllinois awarded
Beautiful Zion Missionary Baptist Church a
$10,000 grant through our Timuel D. Black, Jr.
Grant Fund for Chicago’s South Side to help
pay for critical masonry repairs. Earlier this
year, Landmarks lllinois began working with
the International Masonry Institute and the
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers— both Landmarks lllinois Annual
Sponsors — to host masonry training at the
church. Masonry apprentices began working
on the building this spring. Not only does this
provide pro-bono masonry services to the
church, but it also offers hands-on job training
and education to people in the community
interested in working in the trades.

Above: Representatives from Landmarks lllinois,
Beautiful Zion, the International Masonry Institute
and International Union of Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers gather at Beautiful Zion Missionary
Baptist Church in February.
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EXPLORING ILLINOIS’
ICONIC SITES THIS SUMMER

BY Nicole Rakers DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

The Rotunda at O’Hare

Leaving town this summer? Traveling
through O’Hare Airport, make sure to
stop and admire the rotunda between
terminals two and three. Designed by trail
blazing female architect Gertrude Lempp
Kerbis, the rotunda served as a crossroads
connecting the first two terminals
constructed at O’Hare. Offering a moment
of calm in the chaos of travel, the open,
two-story atrium is architecturally striking.

Traveling Route
66 Through lllinois

Staying local this summer? Established in
1926, the journey along Route 66 starts
in Chicago and runs roughly 300 miles
across the state, revealing a glimpse into
mid-2oth-century America. Of note is the
Gemini Giant, in Wilmington. This 28-foot
tall “Muffler Man” statue was first installed
in 1965 and was inducted into the Route 66
Hall of Fame in 2000.

Big City Fun

Looking for big city fun? No exploration of
lllinois is complete without time in Chicago.
Rich with architectural history, Chicago
is often considered the birthplace of the
modern skyscraper. Don’t miss the iconic
Willis Tower — completed in 1974 as the
Sears Tower, this 110-story building was
the world’s tallest for 25 years.

No matter what you choose to explore this summer,
lllinois is sure to thrill and surprise you with all it
has to offer. Your support of Landmarks lllinois
helps us to continue to preserve and protect the
places that shape our communities.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

THANKS
TO OUR
SUPPORTERS

Through membership dues,
contributions, event sponsorship
and grants, Landmarks lllinois
is able to preserve, protect and
promote Illlinois’ historic buildings
and sites. The Board of Directors,
volunteers and staff sincerely
thank all our supporters for their
contributions. The following list
notes contributions from
OCTOBER 28, 2025,
THROUGH APRIL, 2026.



$50,000
IUBAC - Tuckpointers Industry Promotional Trust
Jean A. Follett & Douglas M. Thompson

$25,000 - $49,999
Good Chaos
Tuck-Pointing Contractors Association

$10,000 - $25,000
Block Electric

Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration, LLC
Central Building & Preservation, L.P.

Barry Howard, Core Spaces

Klein & Hoffman

JSL Building and Restoration Group, Inc., Mary & Mark LaRose

kim kerbis, lake effect fund

Thomas Laird, LS Contracting Group, Inc.
Jeff Goulette, SGW Architecture & Design
Chelsea Medek

Plante Moran

Ramsey Historic Consultants

Related Midwest

Ardmore Roderick

Studio GWA

Ziad Salameh, ZS Architectural Engineering

$5,000 - $9,999
BT.L. Architects
Chicago Community Loan Fund
Corsetti Structural Steel, Inc.

DLA Piper

E.N.C. Construction

Gorman & Company

Ginsberg Jacobs, LLC, Darryl Jacobs
Gladding, McBean

Ari Glass, Mansueto Office, Inc.
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter

JLK Architects

Knickerbocker Roofing and Paving Co.,, Inc.
L. Marshall Roofing, Inc.

Marvin

Judith & Raymond McCaskey

Ann & Samuel Mencoff

Prime Scaffold, Inc.

Resource Bank, N.A.

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
Thornton Tomasetti

Matthew Tully, Tully & Associates
Cynthia Weese

$1,000 - $4,999

Carol & Gary Anderson

Peter Babaian

Teresa Balaszek, Chicago Federation of Labor
Julie Bauer & Paul Greenberg

Joan & John Blew

Erika Block

Greg Bodin

Lee M. Brown

Mary B. Brush, Brush Architects, LLC
Mary Bucaro

Michelle Campbell

Nicholas Carson

Chicago Architecture Center
Chicago Federation of Labor
Christopher Glass & Aluminum, Inc.
Continental Painting & Design

Ron Clewer

Croke Fairchild Duarte & Beres
Matthew Dattilo, Simpson Dattilo LLC
Eric Dexter

Kim Douglass

Cairo Dye

Magdalena Novoa Echaurren

Doug Farr, Farr Associates Architecture and Design, PC.

Delph Gustitus
E.N.C. Construction

FHLBank Chicago

Faruk Daudbasic, First Eagle Bank
Sunny & Paul Fischer

Daniel A. Fortman

Tim Frens

Richard F. Friedman, Neal & Leroy, L.L.C.
Alyssa Frystak

Chris Galassi

John M. Gay, JAQ Corp.

Glenrock Company

Vicki Granacki

Scott Gumienny, Jensen Windows
Janet Grimes

Lee Golub, Golub & Company

Brian Haag

William B. Hinchliff

Hudson Hollister

Mark Honings, The Clinton Family Fund
Nancy Hornak

Harry Hunderman & Deborah Slaton
Frieda Ireland & Carroll Damron

Evan Jahn

JGMA

Richard J. Katz

Larry Lamont

Ark Latt, Vista Property Group

LisaLee

William Loftus, SPACECO, Inc.

James & Katherine Mann

Lou Martino, The W.J. McGuire Company
Bonnie McDonald & Michael Johnson
James McHugh Construction Company
Zeb McLaurin, McLaurin Development Partners
Albert Mena

Gary Menzel, United Union of Roofers, Waterproofers
and Allied Workers No.11

Lauren Monroe, Blue Star Properties
Arthur Murphy

Diane Oestreich

Pullman SST, Inc.

QxOo

Michael Rachlis, Rachlis Duff & Peel, LLC
Lara Ramsey

Chris Rice

Jacquelynn Russell

Safe Environmental Corp

Steven Schneider

Marc S. Schulman

Mark Sexton, Krueck Sexton Partners
Debra S. Siegel & Robert Altman

Martin V. Sinclair, Jr,, Sperling Kenny Nachwalter
Lisa Skolnik

Korinne Smillie

Harry W. Starr IV

Andrea Terry

Cherryl Thomas

Susan & Jack Tribbia

TYLIin

Will Tippens

Hon. Judge John Tully

Sarah Van Domelen

Leon Walker, DL3 Realty

The Walsh Group

W.E. O'Neil Construction Company
Melanie Webber

Glen Weisberg

Brad White

R. Gail White

Wirtz Realty Group

Alex Wolking, Keller Williams ONEChicago
Don Zuidema, RestoreWorks Masonry Restoration

FOUNDATIONS

Alphawood Foundation

Helen Brach Foundation

The John & Jacolyn Bucksbaum Foundation
Good Heart Work Smart Foundation

The Gross Family Fund

The Jahn Foundation

Jocarno Fund

ET. Simonds Foundation

TAWANI Foundation

The Van Dam Charitable Foundation
The Walsh Foundation

HONORARIUM

Sunny Fischer

MONTHLY GIVING MEMBERS

A heartfelt thank you to our monthly giving members, whose
ongoing generosity supports our work throughout the year.

Carolyn Baxley

Zac Bleicher
Michael Bortel

Paul Connolly
Carlean M. Cox

Ken Davis

Brian Haag
Jennifer Morrow
Lisa Napoles

Lois Nicol

Eric Rogers

Emily Sajdak
James Schrufreider
Anne. T. Sullivan
Mary C. Summerfield
Ella Wischnewsky

In the January 2026 issue of The Arch, we inadvertently
omitted several individuals from the donor listing whose
generosity is deeply appreciated. We sincerely apologize
for this oversight and are grateful for their support

of our mission. We regret the error and extend our
heartfelt thanks to these individuals for their important
contributions. We would like to recognize and thank the
following donors:

$10,000

Tracy Dillard

$5,000.00 - $9,999

JSL Building Restoration Group, Inc,, Mary & Mark LaRose
Chelsea Medek

$1,000 - $4,999
Robert P. Angevin
Baumgartner Construction
Joan & John Blew

Derek Baum

Kim Douglass

Richard F. Friedman, Neal & Leroy, L.L.C.
Kim & Ed Gerns

Mark G. Henning

Jackie Taylor Holsten

John McKinnon

Rabbi Rob & Lauren Thomas

Hon. Judge John Tully

Norman Strasma
Sarah Van Domelen
John Vinci

R. Gail White

FOUNDATIONS
1772 Foundation
Alphawood Foundation
Francis Beidler Foundation

Helen Brach Foundation

The John & Jacolyn Bucksbaum Foundation
The Thomas W. Dower Foundation

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

Meyer and Raena Hammerman Foundation
Jocarno Fund

E.T. Simonds Foundation

TAWANI Foundation

The Van Dam Charitable Foundation

The Walsh Foundation
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As the Route 66 Centennial
approaches, the need for
preservation work is greater than
ever. Many historic sites still face
challenges from neglect and
limited local resources. Make a
donation today, and with your
support, Landmarks lllinois can
continue providing the expertise,
advocacy and funding that
communities depend on.




