Clockwise from far left: Reformation Lutheran
Church, which Onyx360 plans to reuse as a
community health center.

Tonya Payton-Campbell, CEO of Onyx 360, speaks
at an October event about their adaptive reuse
project at Reformation Lutheran Church.

Preservation
+ accessibility

Onyx360 plans to convert Reformation Lutheran Church and the
adjoining school into a community health center. The organization’s
mission is to reduce healthcare disparities by delivering holistic,
community-centered and culturally responsive health and wellness
services. In addition to making healthcare accessible to marginalized
communities, it offers free educational workshops and resources
to support health and wellness. It currently has one center in South
Shore, and this new Pullman location will allow the organization to
expand its services.

Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC) communities
across Chicago have struggled to access healthcare due to a
myriad of factors. Decades-long disinvestment in Chicago’s South
Side neighborhoods contributes to food and pharmaceutical
deserts, leading to adverse health complications for marginalized
communities. Travel to receive healthcare can also be a major
obstacle for disabled and elderly populations. The adaptive reuse
of Reformation Lutheran Church is more than the preservation of
a historic building — it exemplifies how adaptive reuse can salvage
not only bricks and mortar but also community.

‘“Neighborhood and the built
environment’ is one of the five social

determinants of health identified by
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. ”

Preservation
+ social determinants
of health

“Neighborhood and the built environment” is one of the five social
determinants of health identified by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. These determinants are non-medical factors that
affect health outcomes, including conditions in which people are
born, grow, work, live, and age. The other four determinants are:
education access and quality; health care and quality; social and
community context; and economic stability. Historic preservation
and adaptive reuse can positively impact all these factors.

The closure and vacancy of Chicago churches, public schools,
hospitals and locally owned businesses perpetuate the loss
of community, initially ignited by urban renewal in the 1960s.
Displacement followed by divestment erases the historical context
of neighborhoods, and that erasure is felt in the individual lives
impacted by this communal loss.

Preservation
+ human rights

The built environment should reflect care for people who live,
work and play in a community. Having easy access to fresh food,
healthcare institutions, public schools, and a sense of identity and
belonging shouldn't be relegated to specific neighborhoods or
to people in a particular tax bracket. Adaptive reuse of the city’s
existing built environment can significantly improve the health and
well-being of all residents. =&
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AND EN\/IR 'N’IVIENTAI_ JUSTICE

In November, Landmarks Illinois Easements and Advocacy Associate Amber
Delgado attended a neighborhood tour of Little Village, an area impacted by
disproportionate pollution from local industries and toxic facilities. The event
was a part of Toxic Tours, a collaboration between UIC Latino Cultural Center, Little
Village Environmental Justice Organization, Neighbors for Environmental Justice and
Southeast Environmental Task Force that highlights the problem of environmental
pollution in five “Sacrifice Zones:” Altgeld Gardens, Calumet River Region, Little Village,
McKinley Park, Pilsen and the Southeast Side.

These predominantly Black and Hispanic/
Latinx neighborhoods are consistently
subject to outdated zoning laws that prevail
above community needs. This is evident in
the demolition of the 2024 Most Endangered
site, the Damen Silos in McKinley Park, which
proceeded despite community pushback due
to pollution concerns.

Chicago’s Little Village illustrates a broader global issue. We know saving places can have
health benefits and promote reinvestment. The built environment is part of the cultural
memory of racism, and initiatives like Toxic Tours are imperative if communities and their
allies are going to engage in racial justice and equity initiatives.

Furthermore, areas already affected by years of environmental racism and inequity have
been targeted recently by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration
and Customs Enforcement and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Across lllinois,
people are coming together as communities to continue to fight for their health and well-
being. Keeping our communities safe is an ongoing and collective effort when structures
of power fail. 22

Above: A mural in Little Village
Tour in Little Village, Novemb

BY THE NUMBERS

The River Edge Historic Tax Credit
Program (RE-HTC) has been extended
through 2028. Set to expire at the
end of 2026, the critical tax credit
incentivizes the reinvestment and
reuse of historic places in the lllinois
river communities of Alton, Aurora,
East St. Louis, Elgin, Peoria, Rockford
and Sterling. A report prepared by
PlaceEconomics and released in May
2025 by the lllinois Department of
Natural Resources shows the significant
positive impact the RE-HTC has had
between 2012 and 2024. View the full
report at dnrhistoric.illinois.gov.

RE-HTC projects
in lllinois have been
completed or are underway

the amount of
private investment
generated through
RE-HTC projects

the number of direct,
indirect and induced jobs
created, on average, each
year by projects using the
RE-HTC. These jobs have
generated $35.5 million of
INCome every year.

net new housing units
created at RE-HTC projects

increase in
retail sales
in historic districts within
River Edge Redevelopment
Zone communities since the
tax credit began




Nicole Rakers DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Landmarks lllinois welcomed Nicole Rakers to the team in November to lead
fundraising efforts. Nicole is a dynamic fundraising professional with over a
decade of experience supporting nonprofit organizations in raising the funds
necessary to support their missions. Landmarks lllinois is excited to have
Nicole’s expertise and focused attention on meaningful donor engagement.

Visit our staff webpage, landmarks.org/staff, to learn more about Nicole.

EASEMENT

REMINDER
ON THE LI PRESERVATION
NEWS BLOG If you have a historic preservation

easement on your property,
update your communications
In September 2025, the lllinois Supreme Court rejected a fourth appeal preferences by emailing our
of Hanna and Mrowka v. City of Chicago, most likely ending nearly 20 Easements & Advocacy Associate
years of litigation over the constitutionality of the Chicago Landmarks Amber Delgado at adelgado@
Ordinance. The court found in favor of the appellee, the City of Chicago, landmarks.org. Please ensure
concluding that its Landmarks Ordinance is constitutional and was fairly your mailing address, email address
applied in the cases of two historic district designations from the 2000s. and phone number are up to date
The outcome in the city’s favor is an important vindication of not only in our system.
Chicago’s historic preservation ordinance but also of the constitutionality
of local historic preservation ordinances around the state. Kendra Parzen,
Advocacy Manager, digs into this case on the Landmarks lllinois blog.

Read it at landmarks.org/resources/preservation-news.

TRIBUTE

Carl H. Johnson, Jr. 1931-2025

lllinois lost alongtime preservation champion in September. Carl Johnson
of Galena passed away at the age of 94. He and his wife, Marilyn, dedicated
their lives to preserving Galena’s unique history and were instrumental in
making the town a tourist destination known for its iconic 1gth-century
architecture and quintessential historic main street. The couple received
a Landmarks lllinois Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Preservation Award
in 2020 for their extensive and inspirational preservation work. Carl
was a prolific painter, taking inspiration from the historic places around
him. Marilyn, a former Landmarks lllinois board member, said they were
destined to move to Galena in 1979 so Carl could pursue his dream of
being a full-time artist. She also said joining the Landmarks lllinois Board
“changed our lives.”
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2026 PRESERVATION FORWARD
MARCH 12, 2026

Join us for our signature fundraising event, Preservation Forward, at The Old
Post Office in Chicago. Drawing more than 800 professionals and community
advocates from across the state, Preservation Forward offers exceptional
opportunities to connect with people who are passionate about our built
environment and the work we do together.

This year’s celebration will highlight our 2026 Influencers, people and

organizations that exemplify the vision and resourcefulness needed to move
community-led projects forward through innovative funding strategies.

2026 Landmarks Illlinois Influencers

Sunny Fischer, Route History Museum,
Board Chair, National Public Represented by Drs. Stacy
Housing Museum Grundy and Gina Lathan

BMO Bank N.A.,
Represented by Darrel
Hackett, CEO, BMO U.S.

For event details and sponsorship opportunities, visit www.landmarks.org.
Reservations go on sale in January!

AUGUST 19-21, 2026

FEBRUARY 19, 2026

12 THE ARCH

CONTRIBUTIONS

THANKS
TO OUR
SUPPORTERS

OCTOBER 28, 2024,
THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2025
Through membership dues,
contributions, event sponsorship
and grants, Landmarks lllinois

is able to preserve, protect and
promote Illinois’ historic buildings
and sites. The Board of Directors,
volunteers and staff sincerely
thank all our supporters for their
contributions.



$50,000

Driehaus Trust Company, LLC

$10,000 - $25,000
Anonymous

Gary Anderson, Studio GWA
Joseph M. Antunovich, FAIA, Antunovich
Associates, Inc.

Estate of Mary A. Blair

Berglund Construction

Block Electric Company, Inc.

Bulley & Andrews

Jean A Follett & Douglas Thompson
Central Building & Preservation L.P.

Jeff Goulette, SGW Architecture

Jackie Taylor Holsten, Holsten Real Estate
Development Corporation

IUBAC - Tuckpointers Industry Promotional Trust, Hector Arr

Thomas Laird, LS Contracting Group
JSL Building Restoration Group, Inc.
Kellermeyer Godfryt Hart

kim kerbis, Lake Effect Fund

Klein & Hoffman

Marvin

Plante Moran

Related Midwest

Simpson Gumpertz & Heger
Tuck-Pointing Contractors Association, Mike Vacala
Walker Consultants

Wintrust

Wiss, Janey, Elstner Associates, Inc.
ZS Architectural Engineering

$5,000 - $9,999
Arda Design, Andrea Terry & Edward Torrez
Catherine Baker

Lee M. Brown

John Bucksbaum

Celadon | Holsten

Chicago Architecture Center

Chicago Title Insurance Company

Clayco Realty Group

Corsetti Structural Steel, Inc.

DLA Piper

Javier Enciso, ENC. Construction

Darryl Jacobs, Ginsberg Jacobs, LLC

Ari Glass

Jake Goldberg, Goldberg General Contracting, Inc.
Gorman & Company

Shelly Gorson & Alan Salpeter

Hartshorne Plunkard Architecture

Harry J. Hunderman & Deborah H. Slaton
Jen Davel, Heritage Consulting Group

Mark Kuberski

Jayne Lourash, Laborers’ Home Development Corp.

Ann & Sam Mencoff

Gladding McBean

Judith & Raymond McCaskey

Zeb McLaurin, McLaurin Development Partners
JLK Architects

Jones & Cleary Roofing/Sheet Metal Co.
Pepper Construction

Eric Ringstad, Prime Scaffold

David Pettigrew, Mark 1 Restoration Company
Derek Baum, Otto Baum Company

Deven Rand

Sandra Rand

Ramsey Historic Consultants, Inc.

Diana Shott, Resource Bank N.A.

Thornton Tomasetti

Matthew Tully, Tully & Associates

Cynthia Weese

Christy Webber, Christy Webber Landscapes

$1,000 - $4,999

Abbvie, Inc.

John Adler

Michael Ahern

Andrew Ahitow

Garry Alderman

Association of Midwest Museums
Peter M. Babaian

Julia Bachrach

Teresa Balaszek

Julie Bauer

Jeff Berglund

Erika Block

Wilber Boies

John Bonini

Carla Bruni

Mary B. Brush, Brush Architects
Susan Burian

Robert Tucker, Chicago Community Loan Fund
Chicago Department of Aviation
Martha Skup & Christopher Enck
Cordogan Clark and Associates, Inc.
Mark Cronin IV

Patricia Dalkos

Eric Dexter

Mariah DiGrino

Tracy Dillard

Emilia DiMenco

Barbara C. Donnelley & Thomas E. Donnelly Il
Jean Dufresne

Dan Dunn

Cairo Dye

Douglas Farr, Farr Associates Architecture and
Urban Design, PC.

Robert V. Fitzsimmons

Daniel A. Fortman

Timothy Frens

Alyssa Frystak

Nina Gaulluzzo, Merchants Capital
Chris Galassi

John M. Gay, JAQ Corp.

Kevin & Susan Geshwender
Glenrock Company

Lee Golub, Golub & Company
Glenn Graff

Victoria Granacki

Scott Gumienny

Delph A. Gustitus, BTL Architects
Philip Hamp, Vinci Hamp Architects
Mary K. Hartigan

Amy R. Hecker

Frank E. Heitzman

Sandra L. Helton

Scott Henry

William B. Hinchliff

Hudson Hollister

Mark W. Honings

Nancy Hornak

Evan Jahn, Jahn

John Buck Company

Joliet Area Historical Museum
Kathy & Richard J. Katz
Lawrence Kearns

Dena Kiswani

Nancy H. & Thomas M. Klein
Nancy & Rick Kreiter

Larry Lamont

Dennis W. Langley

William Loftus

Mike Lufrano

James E. Mann

Lou Martino, W.J. McGuire Company
Nikolai Martino, W.J. McGuire Company
Mike Matthews

McCauley Mechanical Construction, Inc.
Bonnie McDonald & Michael Johnson
Elizabeth McNicholas

Chelsea Medek

Albert Mena

Adam Miller, Beacon Waterproofing Products
Amy Mills

Brad Moeller

Heather Morrison

Franklin Nussbaum

Penny & Bill Obenshain

Michael O'Connell

Bridget O'Keefe

Mary Ottoson

Emilio Padilla

Mike Palien

Kinjal Patel

Sara Phalen

Plumbers Local 130 UA

Michael Polakidas

Edward M. Polich

Karen A. & James Prieur

Tyler Quast

Michael Rachlis

Blake Rago

Emily Ramsey

Michelle Recker

Suzi Reinhold, Revive Architecture
John Ruh

John W. Rutlege

Donovan Rypkema

Safe Environmental Corp.

Steven Schneider, Wintrust Commercial Banking/
Wintrust Ventures

James Schufreider

Marc S. Schulman

Debra S. Siegel & Robert Altman
Martin V. Sinclair

Lisa Skolnik

Jennifer Sniderman

Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
Janet Stengle

Hon. William Taylor (ret.)

Allison Toonen-Talamo
Jack & Susan Tribbia

Edward Twohey

United Union of Roofers, Waterproofers, and
Allied Workers Local No. 11

Urban Real Estate Research, Inc.
Jayne Vellinga

Glen Weisberg

Linda & Raymon Whitney

Hugh Williams

Phil Willkie

Wirtz Realty

Alex Wolking, Keller Williams ONEChicago
Ernest Wong

Amy Woods

Don Zuidema

DONATED SERVICES
JAQ Corp Int, PC.

Brush Architects

Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration
Studio GWA

IN HONOR OF
Gary Anderson

Erika Block

Frank Butterfield

Chris Enck

Bonnie McDonald
Marija Rich

Alex Wolking
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r“ ﬁ We have a new address! Nonprofit
233 S. Wacker Drive Organization
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WE’VE MOVED:!

SEE ABOVE OR ON-OUR INSIDE FRONT COVER!
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Need to update your
membership? Mailing in
those last-minute gifts
to our year-end appeal?
Make sure you are using
our new address!

Willis Tower, Landmarks Illinois staff



