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LANDMARKS ILLINOIS & IMI ANNUAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION EVENT
MASONRY FACADE REPAIR STRATEGIES IN ADAPTIVE REUSE PROJECTS

Thursday, February 19, 2026

WHO:

Landmarks lllinois Stakeholders, Preservationists,
Architects, Engineers, Owners, Developers, Property
Managers, General Contractors, BAC Signatory Union
Masonry Restoration Contractors, Government Officials.

WHEN:

Thursday, February 19, 2026

8:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. (Central Standard Time)
NOTE: please log in 5 minutes prior for an 8:30 a.m. start.
WHERE:

Held virtually via webinar using Zoom.

COST:
This event is free to attend.

CONTINUING EDUCATION:

This program (pending approval) is intended to om
meet AIA/CES requirements to qualify for 4.0 Yo
continuing education credits. LU/HSW credits have been
applied for.
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QUESTIONS:
Jeff Diqui, jdiqui@imiweb.org or (630) 606-8220

SCHEDULE:

8:30 - 8:35
8:35 - 8:40

8:40 - 8:45

8:45 - 9:00

9:00 - 9:30

9:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:15
10:15 - 11:15

11:15 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:45

12:45

REGISTRATION (Zoom):
For online registration:

Welcome

Opening Remarks

Allison “Ally” Toonen-Talamo, Building Enclosure
Consultant, Walker Consultants & Landmarks lllinois Board
Member

Opening Remarks

Mike Volpentesta, President, Bricklayers & Allied
Craftworkers, ADC 1 of IL

Historic Masonry Preservation Certificate
Program | Craftworker Education/Training
Jeff Diqui, Technical Director, IMI

Navigating Historic Review | Guide to Masonry
Repair & Restoration

Walker Consultants | Allison “Ally” Toonen-Talamo

Mass Masonry Walls | Planning for
“Unforeseen Conditions”

Raths, Raths & Johnson (RRJ) | Lurita McIntosh Blank
Break

Mass Masonry Walls | Interior Insulation
Retrofit Considerations

Simpson Gumpertz & Heger (SGH) | Peter Babaian & Maria
Raggousis

Case Study | Rockefeller Memorial Chapel

JSL Building Restoration & Inspec | Chris Rice & Robert
Haukohl

Case Study | 79 W. Monroe

Walker Consultants, Restore Masonry, & IW&G | James
Zeller, Kristen Navaid, Tom Vacala, & Jimmy Williams

Conclusion/Closing Remarks
a

Click Here

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Masonry Facade Repair Strategies in Adaptive Reuse Projects

Adaptive reuse of existing buildings is one of the most effective strategies for enhancing sustainability and resiliency in the built environment. In recent years,

economic and social shifts have made these conversions increasingly attractive. Hybrid work arrangements have left many office buildings underoccupied or

even vacant, while demand for urban living spaces with convenient access to public amenities continues to rise. Repurposing underutilized commercial

buildings for residential use or other societal needs offers a practical solution to both challenges.

IMI and Landmarks lllinois are hosting a virtual program focused on developing effective methodologies for navigating the historic review process and

assessing and repairing the exterior envelope of existing buildings, specifically masonry facades in adaptive reuse projects. Through project case studies, an

interdisciplinary team of designers and masonry contractor representatives will share best practices for successful masonry repair. These case studies will

illustrate methodologies that establish general parameters during the investigation and design phases and refine them throughout construction.

Participants will gain insights into flexible repair strategies that balance owner expectations with financial constraints, as well as the critical role of

collaboration between contractors and architects/engineers in achieving project goals, schedules, and budgets.
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https://imiweb-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dgd7hqaSQrSxCV7FtN5_AA#/registration
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PRESENTER BIOS:

Peter Babaian, S.E., P.E., P.Eng,, is a Senior Principal at Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. (SGH), and is the Building Technology Division Head for SGH's Chicago office. He has over
twenty years of experience collaborating with clients to provide creative solutions and reach their goals designing, investigating, and rehabilitating building enclosures and
structures. Peter's practice includes exterior enclosure consulting, rehabilitating existing structures and enclosures, historic preservation, building enclosure commissioning,
investigating non-performing building enclosures, and providing expert services related to construction litigation.

Robert Haukohl, P.E., CDT, BECxP is a Senior Consultant at Inspec, that as more than 30 years of experience in evaluation and forensic investigation of structures and building
envelope components with issues of both natural and human origin. He has extensive experience with repair design and has provided litigation support services on a variety of
building performance related problems and failures. Robert has also conducted numerous investigations involving property loss, construction defect, and builder’s risk insurance
claims as well as building performance issues and water infiltration issues through facades, window systems, and roofing components.

Lurita Mcintosh Blank, NCARB, RBEC, APT RP is a Principal at Raths, Raths & Johnson Inc. (RRJ), where she leads the historic preservation and federal services. She specializes in
materials conservation, fagade restoration, roofing and waterproofing, and enclosure consulting. She has provided restoration services for dozens of National Register and National
Historic Landmark properties across the nation, balancing material and performance needs for complex building issues. Lurita is a Registered Architect, a Registered Building
Enclosure Consultant through IIBEC, and a Recognized Professional through the Association for Preservation Technology. She is also the 2023 Fellow for the Richard Morris Hunt
Prize, under which she is studying traditional timber construction and conservation in Northern France.

Kristen Navaid, is a Building Envelope Consultant at Walker Consultants, in which her work primarily focuses on facade assessments, diagnostic testing to identify sources of water
infiltration, and roofing evaluations to determine system condition and remaining service life. She also has experience preparing repair documents for fagade, window, and roofing
projects, and provides construction administration services throughout project execution. Ms. Navaid has been involved in building envelope restoration for more than a decade and
is active in IIBEC and WIRE. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Maria Raggousis, P.E., CPHC, is Senior Consulting Engineer at Simpson Gumpertz & Heger Inc. (SGH), where she joined SGH's Building Technology group in 2018. She consults on
building enclosure design, rehabilitation, and investigation projects for owners, architects, and general contractors. Maria also specializes in thermal and hygrothermal analysis for
both new design and existing building projects to develop performance-based solutions in predicting, mitigating, or reducing moisture-related damage to building enclosures.

Chris Rice, is a Senior Project Executive at JSL Building Restoration Group, Inc., where he has offered more than 20 years of industry expertise. His deep knowledge and creative
problems-solving skills enable him to navigate complex challenges throughout both the bidding and project execution states. Over the past two decades, Chris has been a vital link
between the field operations and project management on a wide range of masonry restoration projects, including churches, schools, commercial properties, high-rise
condominiums, hotels, and more.

Allison “Ally” Toonen-Talamo, is a Building Enclosure Consultant at Walker Consultants, with 10 years of experience in investigative procedures, water testing, historic review and
research, plan review, development of technical specifications and construction documents, condition assessments, and construction administration. She has worked on a wide
range of project types, including historic landmarks, residential, commercial, and municipal buildings. Ms. Toonen-Talamo holds a Bachelor of Architecture and a Master of Structural
Engineering from the lllinois Institute of Technology and serves on the Board of Directors for the lllinois Tech Alumni Association, the Boston Preservation Alliance Young Advisors
Board, and the Landmarks lllinois Executive Committee, where she also chairs the Resource Development Committee.

Tom Vacala, is Vice President of Operations at Restore Masonry LLC., with more than 40 years of experience in masonry restoration. Tom has had the privilege of leading teams on
some of the largest and most technically complex restoration projects in the Chicago area. His career began in the field as a Laborer, Tuckpointer, and Bricklayer, giving him a deep
understanding of the craft from the ground up. Today, servies as Vice President of Operations for Restore Masonry LLC, where he oversees project progression for the Restore
Masonry & IW&G Inc. joint venture across multiple states, directing crew supervision, project estimating, scheduling, budgeting, internal systems, and jobsite safety. He acts as a
liaison and masonry consultant between owners, architects, and general contractors, continually adapting and leveraging new technology to stay ahead of industry demands.

Jimmy Williams, is a Superintendent, at IW&G Inc., with 12 years of dedicated service to the company, including the last four in a supervisory role. He has recently served as the on-
site superintendent for the 79 W. Monroe project, helping lead the preservation of one of Chicago's historic landmark buildings. Jimmy is known for his hands-on leadership, deep
expertise in construction management, and commitment to excellence in historic masonry restoration.

James Zeller, P.E., is a Restoration Engineer at Walker Consultants, where his work primarily focuses on analysis, evaluation, design, and construction administration services for
the repair of concrete structures. He also has experience with the rehabilitation of post-tensioning, steel members, masonry, building envelope systems, and historic buildings.
Additionally, he is rope access certified and assists with hands-on assessment of high-rise facades and difficult access structures. Mr. Zeller is currently on the Board of Directors for
the ICRI Chicago. He holds a BA in Liberal Arts Engineering from Wheaton College, BS in Civil Engineering from IIT, and MEng in Structural Engineering from IIT.
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