
WHO: 
Landmarks Illinois Stakeholders, Preservationists, 
Architects, Engineers, Owners, Developers, Property 
Managers General Contractors, BAC Signatory 
Contractors, Gov’t Officials. 

WHEN: 
Thursday, February 16, 2023 
8:30 a.m. - 2:05 p.m.  (Central Standard Time) 
NOTE: please log in 5 minutes prior for an 8:30 a.m. start. 

WHERE: 
Held virtually via webinar using Zoom. 

COST: 
The cost to attend this event is COMPLIMENTARY.  

CONTINUING EDUCATION: 
This program (pending approval) is intended to 
meet AIA/CES requirements to qualify for 5.0 
continuing education credits. LU/HSW credits have been 
applied for. 

QUESTIONS: 
Jeff Diqui, jdiqui@imiweb.org or (630) 606-8220 

SCHEDULE: 
8:30 - 8:35:   Welcome  
8:35 - 8:40: Opening Remarks 
  Bonnie McDonald, President & CEO, Landmarks Illinois 
8:40 - 8:45: Opening Remarks 
  Ruben Collazo, Secretary-Treasurer, Bricklayers & Allied 
  Craftworkers, ADC 1 of IL 
8:45 - 9:00: Presentation: Historic Masonry Preservation 
  Certificate Program 
  Jeff Diqui, Technical Director, IMI 
9:00 - 10:00: Presentation: Brick Replacement &  
  Restoration 
  Amy Lamb Woods, Technical Director, IMI 
10:00 - 11:00: Presentation: Brick Matching 101  
  Brent Schmitt, V.P. & Architectural Sales Manager, Bricks Inc 
  Patti Swanson, Architectural Sales & Director of Marketing, 
  Bricks Inc. 
11:00 - 12:00: Video Demonstrations: Brick 
  - Brick Removal & Replacement (Mechanical & Hand Tools) 
  - Brick Staining 
12:00 - 12:30: Break 
12:30 - 1:30: Presentation: Brick Restoration of  
  Chicago Urban Museums 
  Edward Torrez, Architect & President, Bauer Latoza Studio 
1:30 - 2:00: Presentation: Brick Restoration from a  
  Contractor Perspective 
  Tyrone Oliver, President, Oliver Construction Services Inc. 
2:00 - 2:05: Closing Remarks  

REGISTRATION (Zoom): 
For online registration, click or visit: https://bit.ly/3IkcDmo 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Clay Brick Replacement, Matching & Restoration 
Clay brick has been used for thousands of years and comes in many shapes, sizes, colors, textures and properties. Extremely durable when maintained, but 
over time, brick may experience deterioration when exposed to weather, moisture or improper repairs or pointing mortar. This program will begin discussing 
the progression of brick manufacturing and subsequent material properties. Clay brick that are hand-pressed and fired at lower, less uniform temperatures 
often have lower compressive strength, high porosity and high water absorption. Conversely, modern clay brick that are hydraulically pressed or extruded and 
fired at higher, more uniform temperatures often have higher compressive strength, lower porosity and lower water-absorption. It is critical to understand 
the year and process the brick was manufactured and its subsequent properties, so that replacement bricks for restoration projects are selected with similar 
compatible properties. Learn about common deterioration mechanisms and restoration strategies, including brick testing and how results are used for 
selecting compatible replacement brick. A focus will be given to masonry restoration best practices, the importance of selecting compatible mortar and using 
qualified craftworkers to achieve successful projects. 

A supplier of brick that has worldwide access to an abundance of brick materials will provide their insight to achieve balance between the wants and needs to 
find replacement brick that will mimic the appearance of the original brick as close as possible. Learn about available options and how to assess and compare 
them in order to optimize the matching process. 

Masonry restoration instructors with vast, real-world experience, will conduct demonstrations that illustrate the brick removal and replacement process 
along with brick staining to optimize appearance of the replacement to in-situ brick. Through a project case study format, lessons learned will be shared from 
the perspectives of both a consultant and mason contractor both that specialize in masonry restoration and historic preservation. 
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PRESENTER BIO’S: 
Amy Lamb Woods, P.E. is the Director of Technical Education with the International Masonry Institute (IMI) and a licensed Professional Engineer in multiple 
states. Her background combines architecture, historic preservation, and civil engineering materials. Ms. Woods has over 20 years of experience in the field of 
forensic engineering of building materials, both historic and contemporary structures. Her experience includes facade and failure investigations with materials 
such as brick masonry, terra cotta, stone, concrete, terrazzo, and stucco. Her primary interest is with projects involving the investigation and repair of historic 
masonry and concrete materials. From the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Ms. Woods obtained a BS in Architecture, MA in Architecture Historic 
Preservation, and an MS in Civil Engineering Building Materials with a focus on cement chemistry. She is a Board member for the Association for Preservation 
Technology International (APT), past Board member of the International Concrete Repair Institute (ICRI) Seattle and Chicago chapters, and founder of Women 
in Restoration & Engineering (WiRE). 

Brent Schmitt, V.P. and Architectural Sales Manger is the day-to-day leader of Bricks Incorporated, a small family business based in Chicago’s Little Village 
neighborhood for over 45 years. Brent continues to work closely with architects, designers, homeowners, and craftworkers nationwide to build client 
relationships upon trust, experience, and quality materials.  

Patti Swanson, Architectural Sales & Director of Marketing is part of Bricks Incorporated’s sales team, specializing in projects involving historic properties and 
unique applications of masonry. Patti also leads the company’s educational programs and marketing initiatives, building upon her art background and decade 
of experience creating events and history tours in Chicago. She enjoys the challenge of brick matching, loves digging into the details of old buildings. 

Edward Torrez, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP is an Architect and President of Bauer Latoza Studio, in Chicago.  He has been specializing in Historic Preservation, 
Adaptive Reuse, Rehabilitation, Interiors and Urban Planning projects throughout the U.S. for more than 30 years.  Ed has led numerous projects including, 
Pullman National Monument & State Historic Site, the Muddy Waters MOJO Museum, Emmett Till House and the Historic Chicago Water Tower. He currently 
serves as, an Advisor for the National Trust; member of the Diversity, Inclusion and Racial Justice Working Group and Board of Directors for Latinos in Heritage 
Conservation (LHC), a national Latino preservation organization. 

Tyrone Oliver, President of Oliver Construction Services Inc. has over three decades of experience in masonry restoration, beginning with his training at the 
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers. Tyrone worked his way up to superintendent at F&B Construction before starting his own MBE-
certified company, Oliver Construction Services, in 2002. Tyrone has worked on dozens of notable restoration projects in Chicago and beyond, and is 
passionate about educating others on the importance of the craft of masonry restoration and preservation.  

Images courtesy of: Bricks Inc. 


