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Let’s celebrate the arrival of 2021! It marks a fresh start and a momentous milestone for Landmarks 
Illinois: our 50th anniversary. I’ve been inspired recently by looking back at our accomplishments as an 
organization over five decades. I understand now more than ever why Landmarks Illinois is a leader in 
preservation throughout the state and nation. I am excited to highlight our work throughout 2021 as we 
reflect on 50 years. I hope you will be as impressed as I am and as proud to be part of Landmarks Illinois.

For those who may not know our origin story, 50 years ago a young lawyer began organizing people 
who were outraged that Chicago’s world-renowned architecture was facing the wrecking ball. The 
proposed demolition of Adler and Sullivan’s 1893 Chicago Stock Exchange was the last straw. On 
February 19, 1971, attorney Richard Miller put out the call to form an organization to spearhead 
the effort to save the Stock Exchange building. The Landmarks Preservation Council’s Articles of 
Incorporation were filed just five days later. Miller was joined by his wife, Joan — also an attorney and 
Australian Consul to Chicago — and 19 other young preservationists to form Landmarks Preservation 
Council’s first Board of Directors. Miller left his law practice in 1973 to become LPC’s first President.

LPC was formed as a nonprofit advocacy, policy and lobbying organization to promote the preservation 
of buildings with special architectural, aesthetic or historic value. Classified by the IRS as a Section 
501(c)(4) organization, donations to LPC were not tax deductible, so the board formed a charitable arm, 
the Landmarks Preservation Service, in September 1971. LPS’ work included writing National Register 
nominations, helping with preservation planning and offering public programs. LPS also had a revolving 
loan fund and made grants. Recognizing the vital need to become a statewide organization, LPC and 
LPS were dissolved in July 1979 and the new nonprofit organization, Landmarks Preservation Council 
of Illinois (LPCI) was formed. LPCI is still our legal name, but we’ve been doing business as a more 
concise “Landmarks Illinois” since July 2006.

In our 50-year history Landmarks Illinois has played a role in saving nearly 25,000 historic places. Since 
1971 we have held firm to the idea that historic places have meaning to people for a wide variety of 
reasons. We’ve evolved to see people as preservation’s core. 

The future of our communities is important to Landmarks Illinois. While marking our 50th anniversary, 
we know it is as important to look forward as it is to reflect on our past. We’re planning for the next 
50 years of preservation in Illinois, and we are doing it by expanding the concept of preservation 
and engaging even more people in saving places important to them and their communities. As an 
organization founded by young people, we especially believe our young volunteers, advocates and staff 
will define our future, and we must open doors to their leadership. 

There’s more to come about our anniversary throughout 2021. Please join us in celebrating this 
milestone and help us shape our next 50 years.

With gratitude,

Bonnie McDonald
President and CEO

FROM THE PRESIDENT

TO OUR MEMBERS

"Since 1971 we have held firm to the idea that historic places 
have meaning to people for a wide variety of reasons. We’ve 
evolved to see people as preservation’s core." 
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As part of our 50th Anniversary celebration in 2021, Landmarks Illinois is dedicating our upcoming 
spring fundraiser, 50Forward, to the people who have shaped our organization thus far and who we 
believe will play a pivotal role in our future. These 20 “Landmarks Illinois Influencers” have given their 
time, resources and expertise to ensure places of the past remain part of our state’s future. They have 
each helped grow the preservation movement in Illinois and have made our organization one that is 
recognized not only throughout the state, but nationwide.  

LANDMARKS ILLINOIS WILL 
CELEBRATE 50 YEARS
AND THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED THEM AT MARCH EVENT

We will pay tribute to our Landmarks Illinois Influencers 
at 50Forward, scheduled for March 25, 2021. The 
hour-long, virtual fundraising event will include live 
entertainment, inspiring videos focused on our past, 
present and future and features of our 20 influencers. 
Please visit www.Landmarks.org/50Forward for 
more information! 

Who are the Landmarks Illinois Influencers? 
Landmarks Illinois Influencers are people from a 
variety of backgrounds, professions and places across 
Illinois. Some are preservationists by trade while 
others came into the field through volunteer and 
philanthropic efforts. They are architects, planners, 
engineers, developers, historians, photographers, 
community organizers and advocates dedicated to 
our mission. These 20 preservation leaders include 
people who were part of our founding in 1971 or have 
served on our Board of Directors for many years as 
well as emerging professionals just beginning to make 
their mark on the preservation field.  

“Our diverse Landmarks Illinois Influencers represent 
the immense growth and evolution of the preservation 
movement throughout our 50 years,” said Bonnie 
McDonald, President & CEO of Landmarks Illinois. 
“Each one of them deserves to be recognized for 
their vision, passion, generosity and dedication to our 
mission of saving places for people.”

How we selected the Influencers
Last fall, Landmarks Illinois welcomed nominations for 
“Landmarks Illinois Influencers.” We asked for people of 
any age who have had or will have a profound effect on 
Illinois’ historic preservation movement and who have 
helped shape Landmarks Illinois. They could be people 
whose preservation efforts included advocacy and 
policy campaigns, public engagement, organizational 
development, leadership, creating new preservation 
tools and more. Ultimately, we wanted to highlight the 

people who represent our organizational values and 
the broad reach of our state’s preservation movement. 

“We received an impressive and long list of 
nominations,” said McDonald. “While this made our 
task of selecting only a handful of people even more 
difficult than expected, it also reminded us of just 
how many people have played a role in our 50-year 
history. Without these influencers — and our many 
volunteers, partners and members — Landmarks 
Illinois would not be the preservation powerhouse it 
is today, carrying out its mission to positively impact 
people all across the state.” 

Landmarks Illinois is excited to celebrate these 20 
Landmarks Illinois Influencers at 50Forward and the 
organization’s 50th anniversary on March 25. The event 
will be hosted virtually, and registration is required. In 
lieu of a set ticket price, Landmarks Illinois will accept 
donations from registered guests. All registrants will 
receive a custom link to the event prior to the event date. 
Visit www.landmarks.org/50Forward to learn more and 
to register. 

clockwise from top right: Landmarks 

Illinois Influencer Edward Gerns inspects 
Randolph Tower in Chicago. 

Landmarks Illinois Board Member & 
Landmarks Illinois Influencer Jean 
Follett (right) talks to Ophelia Niemann, 
owner of 2010 Most Endangered site, 
the Manske-Niemann Farm in Litchfield.

Landmarks Illinois was founded in 1971 
in an effort to save the Chicago Stock 
Exchange. The Building’s original arch 
stands today outside the Chicago Art 
Institute. 

Skyline Council Member and Landmarks 
Illinois Influencer Erica Ruggiero is 
interviewed by NBC 5 Chicago before a 
heartbombing event. 
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LANDMARKS ILLINOIS INFLUENCERS 
JOE ANTUNOVICH 
Landmarks Illinois Board Chair (2003-2005) 
Architect
DAVID BAHLMAN 
Former Landmarks Illinois President (1999-2008)
LEE BEY 
Journalist & Photographer 
ERIKA BLOCK 
Landmarks Illinois Board & Skyline Council Chair (2016-2018)
CIERE BOATRIGHT 
Landmarks Illinois 50th Anniversary Task Force Member  
Community Development Professional
JEAN FOLLETT 
Landmarks Illinois Board Member & Interim Executive Director  
(1998, 2011-2012) 
Historic Preservation Consultant 
ED GERNS 
Landmarks Illinois Emeritus Board Member 
Architect
SHELLEY GORSON 
Landmarks Illinois Board Chair (2011-2013)
DR. STACY GRUNDY 
Springfield Historic Preservation Advocate 
Public Health Professional 
ALLEN JOHNSON 
Historic Preservation Consultant 
KATIE KIM  
Landmarks Illinois Board Member 
Developer 
RICHARD MILLER  
Landmarks Illinois Founder & Board President (1971 – 1976) 
Attorney
EMILIO PADILLA  
Landmarks Illinois Board & 50th Anniversary Task Force Member 
Architect
SANDRA RAND 
Landmarks Illinois Board Chair 
Purchasing Professional
ERICA RUGGIERO 
Skyline Council Member 
Historic Preservation Specialist / Architectural Historian
MARTIN TANGORA 
Landmarks Illinois Board Member (1971-present)  
& Board President (1976) 
Mathematician 
ALLISON TOONEN-TALAMO  
Landmarks Illinois Board Member  
& Skyline Council Chair (2018-2020)  
Architect
JACK TRIBBIA 
Landmarks Illinois Board Member 
Restoration Construction Expert
ANNE VOSHEL 
Longtime Landmarks Illinois Board Member  
& Current Emeritus Board Member 
Engineer 
GAIL WHITE  
Former Landmarks Illinois Board Member  
& Current Regional Advisor 
Architect

To read more about each influencer, visit www.Landmarks.org/50Forward 
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LOOKING BEYOND LINCOLN 
IN OUR STATE’S CAPITAL  

suburban

statewide

city
THE STATE OF PRESERVATION
STATEWIDE NEWS

MIRACLE HOUSE 2001 N. Nordica, Chicago 
In December 2020, the Commission on Chicago Landmarks 
granted preliminary landmark designation for this Belli & 
Belli-designed home in Chicago’s Galewood neighborhood. 
With volunteer Dan Lempa, Landmarks Illinois helped 
prepare the designation report at the request of its 21-year 
owner. Built in 1954, Belli & Belli designed the home for 
free and helped secure pro bono materials and labor for 
its construction on behalf of the Chicago Archdiocese, 
which raffled the home in a fundraiser to pay for a new 
St. William parish complex. The home is important both 
for its modern architectural design and its historic tie to 
the parish community.

SUBURBAN COOK COUNTY  
RECENT PAST SURVEY UPDATE
The Suburban Cook County Recent Past Survey 
database on the Landmarks Illinois website 
was recently updated with funding from the 
Jocarno Fund. The web platform has improved 
functionality and expanded search parameters. 
Visitors are encouraged to explore the 
extensive database, which to date contains 
documentation of more than 4,100 commercial, 
institutional, office and religious structures in 
70 municipalities in Cook County. The most recent 
communities surveyed by students in the Graduate 
Historic Preservation Program of the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago include Burnham, Calumet City, Dolton, 
Flossmoor, Harvey, Homewood, Matteson, Olympia Fields, 
Park Forest, Richton Park, South Holland and Thornton.

Grace United Protestant Church in Park Forest

COLONEL WOLFE SCHOOL Champaign
In November, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(UIUC) listed the Colonel Wolfe School for sale. Built in 1905, 
the now-vacant school is the work of architect Walter Thomas 
Bailey, the first licensed Black architect in Illinois. While UIUC 
set only a one month deadline for proposals, Landmarks Illinois 
marketed the building and succeeded in generating proposals 
from experienced developers. At press time, UIUC is reviewing 
the offers, but may still opt to demolish the building. Advocates 
may contact the UIUC Chancellor’s office in support of the sale 
and reuse of the historic Colonel Wolfe School. Advocates may 
contact the UIUC Chancellor’s office at chancellor@illinois.edu in 
support of the sale and reuse of the historic Colonel Wolfe School.

CHICAGO

CHAMPAIGN

Springfield, Illinois, is widely known 
as the home of Abraham Lincoln. 
You can run the Lincoln Presidential 
Half Marathon, stay at the Lincoln 
Hotel and visit both Lincoln libraries 
(presidential and local). Many local 
preservation initiatives have also been 
viewed through the lens of Lincoln, with 
buildings described as “associated with 
Lincoln” or simply “Lincoln era.” 

We should commemorate and honor 
the 16th president’s legacy, but not let it 
overshadow or preclude a more full and 
nuanced story of the capital city. Part 
of Lincoln’s story is the struggle for the 
emancipation of those who were enslaved. 
Our advocacy efforts must equally elevate 
the legacy of all those who fought for that 
cause and continue to fight for civil and 
human rights of all Americans.  

Springfield’s Black community has not 
been afforded equal access to resources 
and platforms in their efforts to save 
historic places. Currently, community 
leaders are at work to change this dynamic 
and promote places associated with Black 
history in Springfield.

In 2019, Dr. Stacy Grundy, Dr. Gina Lathan 
and Kenneth Lockhart opened Route 
History in a former Texaco gas station for 
visitors to “learn of the tragedy, resilience 
and excellence of Black people on Route 
66 and in Springfield.” The group also 
seeks to raise awareness and funds for 
the Lincoln Colored Home, an orphanage 
for Black children founded by Eva Carroll 
Monroe that Landmarks Illinois listed on 
the Most Endangered list in 2013. (We 
featured Route History in this newsletter 
one year ago today. You can read the 
feature in our February 2020 edition 
of The Arch at www.Landmarks.org/
Resources/Newsletter.)

Teresa Haley, president of the Springfield 
chapter of the NAACP, has led the 

charge to protect and commemorate 
the archaeological site of the 1908 Race 
Riot. The NAACP worked with Landmarks 
Illinois and the Faith Coalition for the 
Common Good to successfully avoid the 
destruction of this nationally significant 
site as part of a railroad consolidation 
project. A 2019 U.S. Department of Interior 
report found it suitable for designation as 
a National Monument.

Preservation efforts continue at the 
Ambidexter Institute (listed on Landmarks 
Illinois’ 2014 Most Endangered Places in 
Illinois as the Judge Taylor House) by Tim 
Rowles of The Springfield Project and at 
the First Black Firehouse by Ken Page. 

All of the historic sites mentioned here 
are within a one mile radius, presenting an 
opportunity to create a cultural heritage 
area. But geographic proximity alone is not 
what unites these sites. 

Springfield has a story to tell. It’s a deep 
and rich story that, yes, includes Lincoln. 
It also includes the legacy of Eva Carroll 
Monroe, who founded her orphanage after 
the three others in town would not house 
children of color. It includes the lynching 
of two people during the race riot that 
led to the founding of the NAACP, which 
Teresa Haley often refers to as the “oldest 

and boldest civil rights organization in 
the country.” It includes the stories of 
Black children attending the Ambidexter 
Institute, modeled after Booker T. 
Washington’s Tuskegee Institute, and so 
much more. 

To properly tell all these stories will take 
investment and commitment from the 
preservation and philanthropic community, 
city, state and federal governments as well 
as community support. Landmarks Illinois 
is a committed partner of the people 
working to save these important places. 

clockwise from left: Eva Carroll Monroe, 
founder of the Lincoln Colored Home. 

The Race Riot Site in Springfield was named 
to the NPS African American Civil Rights 
Network at a Ceremony at the Lincoln Home. 
(Courtesy DOI, Tami Heilemann photo.)

Stacy Grundy gives a tour of Route History in 
Springfield for Landmarks Illinois  
Board members.

BY FRANK BUTTERFIELD Director of Landmarks Illinois’ Springfield Office
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BY THE 
NUMBERS 
Then & Now: Landmarks Illinois 
at the time of our founding in the 
early 1970s, versus today

MARTIN TANGORA: When and how did 
you realize you wanted a life devoted to 
architecture, building and preservation?
WILL TIPPENS: No question my 
interest in architecture and preservation 
came from my father, Bill, who was an 
architect.  I loved visiting his office to see 
the firm’s work and going with my dad 
to the job sites and see the buildings 
under construction. My father also loved 
Chicago architecture. He would give 
slide lectures at local grade schools on 
the Chicago School of Architecture and 
photograph the buildings on weekends. 
One of my very first summer jobs was 
around 1980, when I had a brief, unpaid 
internship with Landmarks Illinois. I helped 
do research on the mansions that would 
become the Seven Houses on Lake Shore 
Drive district.  

MT: What victory or victories in 
preservation (or development) are you 
most proud of? 
WT: It was during my first job out of 
grad school creating a new culture of 
preservation, with the help of Julia 
Bachrach, by establishing the preservation 
program at the Chicago Park District 
with Ed Uhlir. One of my roles in this 
was partnering with trades people on 
completing work orders on the park’s 
historic structures. I was a long haired, 
wet-behind-the-ears recent grad, and 
needless to say, I was not someone many 
of the trade workers were interested in 
listening to or working with. But over 
the four years I was at the Park District 
we worked together to find solutions for 

the trades to implement that were more 
appropriate to the buildings. By the time 
I left, I would often get calls from trades 
people before I even saw the work order 
list asking me to meet them at a fieldhouse 
to come up with a solution. We’d become 
a bit of a team that helped to elevate 
these important historic resources. 

MT: What losses or other things are you 
most disappointed in?
WT: The losses that disappoint me the 
most are those that could have been 
avoided. Pilgrim Baptist Church, which 
was lost to a preventable fire is the first 
that comes to mind. 

MT: What do you hope your personal 
legacy will be — with Landmarks Illinois 
or in the world of architecture and 
preservation?
WT: I’ve never really thought about legacy. 
I hope only that I’ve made a contribution 
to the field and the organization. 

WT: What first got a mathematician 
interested in preservation? 
MT: Short answer: I was always interested 
in preservation. Long answer: As an 
undergrad at CalTech, editor of the 
student newspaper and of the humor 
magazine, I wrote lots of articles and 
editorials about how the Institute was 
not respecting its campus architecture 
(and plan). At the time, I didn't have any 
knowledge, just instinct. As a Fulbright 
scholar in Paris, I studied the history of 
art and architecture — mostly French, of 
course. When the Republic Building was 

torn down, a newspaper article talked 
about the Chicago School, and I knew 
nothing about that, but saw that I had 
a gap to fill. I became a drinking friend 
of Carl Condit, so naturally I read his 
books. The loss of the Italian Court on 
North Michigan Avenue was tragic for 
me. By the time the Old Stock Exchange 
was in jeopardy, I was well informed and 
intensely concerned.

WT: When you joined the Landmarks 
Preservation Council of Illinois what were 
the preservation issues that were the 
focus of the organization at that time? 
MT: The Stock Exchange, other Adler & 
Sullivan-designed buildings and then the 
Marquette Building a year later. Richard 
Miller (Landmarks Illinois’ founder) had 
me organize the inventory, which was 
our (published) list of the buildings in 
the Chicago Central Area that we wanted 
developers to know that we would fight 
to protect.

WT: What are the biggest changes 
you’ve seen in the organization and 
the preservation movement in the past  
50 years?  
MT: Displacement of volunteers by 
professionals with advanced degrees 
not just in architectural history but in 
preservation. Actually I am disappointed 
and worried that even very knowledgeable 
volunteers no longer can have a major role 
in preservation. Going forward, addressing 
this may be one key to getting the younger 
generations involved. 

TWO LANDMARKS ILLINOIS LEADERS  

REFLECT ON THEIR DECADES OF 
SERVICE TO THE ORGANIZATION

The S.B. Fuller Mansion in Robbins received a $2,500 Preservation Heritage 
Fund Grant from Landmarks Illinois to aid stabilization efforts at the residential 
structure. The home was built in 1958 for S.B. Fuller, who founded Fuller Products. 
Born in 1905 to a family of sharecroppers in Louisiana, Fuller began door-to-door 
sales at the age of nine to help support his family. He moved to Chicago at 17 to 
pursue a career in sales. At his peak, S.B. Fuller owned eight other corporations, 
was publisher of two newspapers, led the Chicago NAACP, served as president of 
the National Negro Business League and was a prominent Republican. Fuller died 
in 1988, leaving the Mansion to his family. In 2016, the family donated the Mansion 
to the Robbins Historical Society and Museum. The Village of Robbins is one of the 
oldest incorporated African American communities in the United States and the 
oldest Black suburb in the Chicago area. Unfortunately, the Fuller home has been 
neglected for many years and is currently uninhabitable.  The Robbins Historical 
Society and Museum will use the Landmarks Illinois’ grant to mothball and stabilize 
the structure with repairs identified in an economic feasibility study that will be 
completed using funds from a National Trust for Historic Preservation grant.

Martin Tangora was among Landmarks Illinois first board 
members when the organization formed in 1971. He also served as 
its President in 1976. Will Tippens first got involved in Landmarks 
Illinois in the early 1980s when he interned with the organization. 
He later served as Board President from 2015 to 2017. Both 
Martin & Will currently serve on the Landmarks Illinois Board 
of Directors, and Will leads the organization’s 50th Anniversary 
Task Force. 

We invited Martin & Will to ask each other about their decades of 
experience volunteering and helping Landmarks Illinois carry out 
its mission. Below are their interviews with each other. Martin TangoraWill Tippens

1971-73

2021

STAFF MEMBERS

 4

 9

BOARD MEMBERS

 21

 34

SERVICE AREA (in square miles)

 234

 57,915

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN SERVICE AREA

 3.4 million

 12.7 million

ANNUAL OPERATING EXPENSES

 $25,000

 $1.9 million

PRESERVATION HERITAGE 
FUND GRANT RECIPIENT

IN MEMORIUM 
Landmarks Illinois is sad to hear of the recent passing of two longtime 
supporters. John W. “Jack” Barriger served a total of 18 years on the 
Landmarks Illinois Board of Directors between 1985 and 2008. He 
also chaired the Landmarks Illinois Reliance Building Task Force. Lucia 
Woods Lindley first became a Landmarks Illinois member in 1978. 
She was an Honorary Board Member from July 1990 to December 
1995. Landmarks Illinois thanks Mr. Barriger and Ms. Lindley for their 
decades of dedication to our organization and mission. 
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SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 - JANUARY 6, 2021 Through membership dues, contributions, event sponsorship 
and grants, Landmarks Illinois is able to preserve, protect and promote Illinois’ historic buildings and sites. The 
Board of Directors, volunteers and staff sincerely thank all our supporters for their contributions. However, 
space allows us to only list the following.

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
CONTRIBUTIONS

Rich & Gladys Anselmo
Giacomo Antonini
Marge & Kyle Bevers, B & B Properties
Kim Douglass
Timothy Frens, Plante Moran
Kim & Ed Gerns
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter
Marilyn P. & Carl Johnson
Patricia Joseph
Barbro & Norman O. Jung
Peter & Dorothy Marks
John Q. McKinnon
Beverly Moody
Diane Oestreich
Mary Ottoson, Chase Bank
Phil Renouf, Klein and Hoffman, Inc.
Michael Reschke, The Prime Group, Inc.
Elaine G. Rosen
James Schufreider
Mark Sexton, Krueck & Sexton Architects
Robert A. Sideman
Mr. Alex Wolking, Keller Williams Chicago- 
 Lincoln Park

$1,000-$4,999 
Kirk Albinson, The Community Builders
Gary W. Anderson, Studio GWA
John & Joan Blew
Victoria & Wilber Boies
Keith Boron, Riggio/Boron Ltd.
Lee M. Brown, Teska Associates
Robert V. Fitzsimmons, Next Generation
Jean A. Follett & Douglas M. Thompson
Allison & Joshua Freedland
Richard F. Friedman, Neal & Leroy, L.L.C.
Heather Fritz, CEDARst
Harry J. Hunderman & Deborah J. Slaton
Peter Klyachenko, Jr., Skyline Plastering, Inc.
Thomas Laird, LS Contracting Group
Diane S. & Dennis W. Langley
Robert Latousek & Brian McCormick
Lou Martino, The W.J. McGuire Company
James E. Mann
Judith and Raymond McCaskey
Suzanne McCullagh
Barbara McDonald
Chelsea Medek
Erica C. Meyer
Barbara & Lee Mitchell
James D. Montgomery, James D. Montgomery  
 & Assoc., LTD.
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Jean E. Perkins
Richard Rogers, Woodside Management
Ziad Salameh, ZS Architectural Engineering
John H. Stassen
Janet Surkin & Robert Stillman
Rhonda Thomas
Susan & Jack Tribbia
John J. Tully, Jr., Thomas M. Tully & Associates
John Vinci
Glen Weisberg
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. White
R. Gail White, White & Borgognoni Architects,  
 P.C.

$500-$999 

$10,000 & ABOVE 
Peter M. Babaian, Simpson Gumpertz & Heger
Ed Gerns, WJE
Joseph Paul Gromacki
Mark Kuberski, Central
Brad Moeller, CA Ventures
Ellen Stoner, AltusWorks, Inc.

FOUNDATIONS 

Susan S. Aaron
Matthew Abernathy
John Albright
Michael Allen, Preservation Research Office
Michael N. Alper
Kathryn Anthony
Susan K. Appel
Alan Artner
Julia & Lloyd Bachrach
David A. Bahlman
Anna Margaret Barris
Carolyn Baxley, Cinema Gallery
Joy French Becker
W. T. Red Beckley
Richard & Gail Benedetto
Paul Bergmann
Mark Bernhard, Bernhard Woodwork Ltd.
Erika Block
Blue Island Park District
Christopher J. Boebel & Glenna R. Eaves
Anthony Borich, Gensler
Michael J. Brown
Robert Brunkow
Suellen Burns
Rose & John Butterfield
Mary & Walter Carr
Matthew Carroll, Jail Hill Inn
Douglas Carty
M. Blouke Carus
John Charles
Mary Ann Cheatham
Paul Connolly
John Cramer & Nate Lielasus
Timothy Crowe
Foster Dale, Foster Dale Architects, Inc.
Vince Daley
Michael de Giulio, De Guilio Kitchen Design, Inc.
Randall & Conni Derifield
Lisa DiChiera
Elizabeth Chalberg, Downers Grove   
 Historical Society
Ray F. Drexler
Elizabeth & Arthur Duquette
Paul Edmondson
John Eifler, Eifler & Associates
Marshall Eisenberg
Jon N. Ekdahl
Janet Elson
Arthur Elstein
John P. Elterich
Mary Enck
Matthew M. Ephraim
James R. Fancher
Fletcher Farrar
Edwin Ferguson
Sonia Fischer
Carolyn A. Fortman
Daniel A. Fortman, Weiss + Company, LLP
The Fortnightly of Chicago
Barbara Gordon, Frank Lloyd Wright   
 Building Conservancy
Diana S. Freeberg
Susan  & Paul Freehling
Judith R. Freeman
Thomas Garza, Preservation & Conservation  
 Assc. 
Mary & Dale Gerding
Timothy J. Gilfoyle
Glessner House Museum
Diane Gonzalez

Nancy W. & Gordon L. Goodman
Victoria Granacki
Heidi Granke, Heritage Architecture Studio, LLC
Deirdre Graziano
G. Thomas Green, Gremley & Biedermann, Inc.
Jerome Groniger
Darin Grove, Grove Masonry Maintenance, Inc.
Jean L. Guarino
Susan C. Haddad
Ann Hamilton
Timothy F. Hamilton
Joseph Hanc
Lydia Hankins & Theodore T. Chung
John Harris, .a5 Branding + Design
Marie W. Harris
Mark G. Henning
Sally Hewitt
Linda & Paul Hoefert
Joel Holland, Apple River State Bank
John Hoffman, Bracket Partners
Jackie Taylor Holsten, Holsten Real Estate  
 Development Corporation
Nancy Hornak
Douglas Hurdelbrink
Mayor Richard C. Irvin, City of Aurora
Linda L. Jenewein
Anthony Johnson
Carolyn & Walker Johnson
Sharon L. Jones
Laurel Kaage
Sona Kalousdian & Ira Lawrence
Helen J. Kessler
Ruth Knack
Diane & Lloyd Koch
William Kundert
Anthony Latino, SC-B Consulting
Anne Lazar
Dan Lempa
Susan & James A. Lenz
Ken Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Levi
Harriett Lindstrom
Chris Lonn & Edward C. Hirschland
Ann Lowry
Damian T. Macey
Donald Mack
Madison Major
Mati Maldre
Judi Male
Lesley Martin
David May
Rebecca Lawin McCarley, SPARK Consulting
Bonnie McDonald & Michael Johnson
Bonnie McGrath
Sharon Merwin
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Michael & Family
Chuck Michalek
Dan Miller, The Woodworks
Linda P. Miller
Ward A. Miller, Preservation Chicago
Priscilla Mims
Moline Preservation Society
Diann Moore
Luigi Mumford
Kathleen Nagle
Gail A. Niemann & Douglas Farr
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Joanne Yasus
Leo & Claudia Zinanni
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After accepting its first preservation 
easement in 1976, Landmarks Illinois 
organized a formal easement donation 
program in the early 1980s. Today, 
Landmarks Illinois protects 540 historic 
properties across the state through 
this program. The dedicated members 
of Landmarks Illinois’ Easement 
Committee ensure the protection of 
these properties in perpetuity. 

The Easement Committee has two main 
roles: To make recommendations to the 
Board of Directors for the acceptance 
of easement donations and to review 
proposed alterations to easement-
protected properties. In the early years 
of the easement program and through 
the early 2000s, the main role of the 
committee was reviewing proposed 
easement applications. It considered 
the historic significance, integrity and 
condition of the building when making 
its recommendations. In recent years, 
the committee’s main responsibility has 
been to review proposed alterations to 
protected properties. 

The committee is comprised of 
architects, contractors, historians and 
attorneys who all work within the field 
of preservation. Suzanne Germann, who 
staffs the committee, considers the 
members a resource for all easement 

property owners. Not only do committee 
members attend monthly meetings, they 
also donate their time and expertise by 
meeting with property owners on site to 
work through specific issues. They take 
the time to meet Landmarks Illinois staff 
and property owners on location to view 
mock-ups, offer technical assistance or 
share their knowledge of historic building 
materials. The committee has met with 
new property owners to discuss how to 
expand their home within the constraints 
of the easement. Several members 
of the committee with expertise in 
masonry recently met with an owner to 
determine a restoration plan for their  
sandstone rowhouse. 

The easement program would not be 
possible without the dedication and 
commitment of the Easement Committee 
members. Landmarks Illinois strives to 
have a diverse knowledge base on the 
committee to be able to address any 
issue that comes its way. Over the past 
15 years, more than 40 professionals have 
contributed their skills to Landmarks 
Illinois through their volunteer work for 
the easement program. 

Landmarks Illinois appreciates the time 
and expertise that longtime committee 
member Ed Gerns, an architect with 
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, has 

provided for the easement program. 
Ed said the following about being part 
of the committee: “To be involved with 
such a dedicated and passionate group 
of individuals is an honor. The group has 
always worked very hard in our role as 
stewards of these historic properties on 
behalf of Landmarks Illinois and giving 
back to the preservation community 
is a small contribution to preservation  
in Illinois.” 

Jack Tribbia from Berglund Construction 
has provided his steady manner in 
managing the review process for 
requests for alterations as Chairman of 
the Committee during his two terms on 
Landmarks Illinois’ Board of Directors. 
“It’s an honor to be associated with a 
group of talented industry leaders, 
working together to share knowledge 
to provide building maintenance 
guidance for current stewards of historic 
properties,” Jack said. 

Landmarks Illinois has greatly benefitted 
from the contributions of Ed and Jack and 
all of the dedicated Committee members 
over the years. 

Members of the Landmarks Illinois Easement 
Committee conduct a site inspection last 
summer at the easement-protected property, 
the Battledeck House in Highland Park.

$5,000-$9,999 
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Every dollar supports saving, 
protecting and reusing Illinois’ 
historic places.
Parky’s in Forest Park — part of 
our Suburban Cook County Recent 
Past Survey. Check out our updated 
Recent Past database of more than 
4,100 unique, modernist structures 
built between 1935 and 1975 at www.
Landmarks.org/Resources/Suburban-
Cook-County-Survey.
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