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• 

Our current health crisis has forced many organizations to rethink how they operate, including Landmarks 
Illinois. I am grateful to report that our organization entered this “new normal” in a strong position. We have 
a professional, resourceful staff who have maintained their service to our stakeholders with little-to-no 
interruption in our work flow. Our board members are contributing expertise to help us plan for the future. 
The generosity of our members and donors combined with our prudent management has ensured we can 
weather the financial storm for a period of time. 

Still, we will not come out of this unscathed. We have had to make some tough decisions to respond to 
the pandemic. This includes our decision to cancel the 2020 Most Endangered Historic Places in Illinois, 
marking the first time in 26 years we will not release the annual list of our state’s most threatened 
historic sites. We felt this moment called for a focus on people's health and safety rather than on  
endangered buildings. 

Another change we have had to make is planning to hold a virtual Annual Membership Meeting for the first 
time ever. We anticipate hosting the annual meeting in June through a digital platform. We are taking this 
unprecedented action because we value innovation. We are embracing inventive ideas and solutions. There 
is no better time to embrace new tools to ensure we keep our members and partners safe.

We believe investing in historic places will be a principal aspect of the pandemic recovery. Historic preservation 
creates jobs and brings affordable housing to the market faster than new construction. Our historic main 
street buildings throughout Illinois will also serve as small-scale spaces for businesses to stabilize.

We also believe historic places play a special role in people’s lives, and over the last couple of months we 
asked our community to tell us about those places through our #mysacredground social media campaign. 
The campaign was named in honor of our 2020 Legendary Landmark Timuel D. Black, who has long 
referred to his Chicago Bronzeville community as his “sacred ground.” See page 8 in this newsletter for 
examples of #mysacredground posts. 

We’re proud to announce a new grant program named in Mr. Black’s honor, thanks to funds raised at our 
2020 Legendary Landmarks Celebration. A portion of the event’s paddle raise proceeds are funding a grant 
program created specifically for projects in Mr. Black’s “sacred ground” on Chicago’s South Side. Turn to 
page 3 to read more about this new program. 

In addition to the Timuel Black, Jr. Grant Fund for Chicago’s South Side, Landmarks Illinois also recently 
created the COVID-19 Organizational Relief Fund. Led by Director of Grants & Easements Suzanne 
Germann, the limited-time grant program was launched in May as a response to the pandemic and aligns 
with our organizational values of empowering people and improving lives throughout the state. The grant 
fund offered nonprofits the opportunity to apply for emergency relief grants of up to $2,ooo, Visit our 
website, www.Landmarks.org to read more about this program. 

Landmarks Illinois has sought to lead with our values in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. We deeply 
appreciate your continued support as members and donors during this time. 

Be well, stay safe and keep in touch,

Bonnie McDonald
President & CEO
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In 2016, Landmarks Illinois included 
O’Hare Airport’s Rotunda Building on its 
2016 Most Endangered Historic Places 
in Illinois. The 1962, two-story, round 
building features an open atrium and 
connects the first two terminals at 
Chicago’s busiest airport. The Rotunda is 
unique not only for its design, but also for 
its designer, architect Gertrude Kerbis (b. 
1926) of C.F. Murphy Associates. Kerbis 
had a long career in the male-dominated 
architecture field. Her daughter told 
Landmarks Illinois in 2016 that Kerbis, 
“became an architect at a time when 
most women in the field were either 
receptionists, secretaries or relegated 
to the interior departments despite  
their qualifications."

Kerbis was once a student of Mies van der 
Rohe at the Illinois Institute of Technology 
and worked with many high profile 
architecture firms in Chicago, including 
C.F. Murphy Associates and Skidmore 
Owings & Merrill, before opening her own 

firm Lempp Kerbis in 1967. Kerbis’ designs 
were considered innovative, including 
the Rotunda’s cable and concrete roof 
truss system, allowing for a very large, 
clear span,  and interior features such 
as a winding tandem stair and  circular 
overlook balcony.

Back in 2016, Landmarks Illinois was 
advocating for the important, yet 
unprotected Rotunda Building and 
promoting the need for it to be retained as 
part of O’Hare’s ongoing expansion plans. 
At the time, Landmarks Illinois Director 
of Advocacy Lisa DiChiera realized that 
Chicago had yet to designate a woman-
designed building as a landmark. This 
sparked the idea for “Women Who  
Built Illinois.” 

The project will compile data on women 
architects, engineers, developers, 
designers and builders in Illinois between 
1879 and 1979 and their built projects 
throughout the state. Places will be 
assessed for landmark eligibility based 
on condition and location. Erica Ruggiero, 
a member of Landmarks Illinois’ young 
professionals committee, the Skyline 
Council, and a principal at the women-
owned architecture firm McGuire Igleski 

The TIMUEL D. BLACK, JR. 
Grant Fund for Chicago’s South Side

& Associates, has helped DiChiera 
compile to date more than 65 women, but 
Landmarks Illinois wants to learn about 
others. We encourage you to reach out to 
us about women in your community who 
designed and built places.  

Today, names like Jeanne Gang and 
Carol Ross Barney are well known for 
shaping Chicago’s skyline and cityscape. 
Unlike Kerbis’ time, female architecture 
students are now graduating at the same 
rate as men. Landmarks Illinois wants to 
recognize the women who laid the path 
for both today’s female graduates and 
professionals who continue to impact 
Illinois’ built environment. Stay tuned 
in the months ahead as we launch this 
exciting new initiative. 

A historic rendering of the Rotunda.  
Courtesy JAHN. 

Gertrude Lempp Kerbis. Credit: Chris Deford.

WOMEN WHO BUILT ILLINOIS 
This year  marks the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment, 
protecting women's constitutional right to vote. Many organizations are celebrating 
this “Year of the Woman,” including the National Trust for Historic Preservation with 
its “Where Women Made History” Crowdsourcing Program. Similarly, Landmarks 
Illinois is launching “Women Who Built Illinois,” a database of places in the state 
designed, engineered and built by women. The database will be housed on our 
website at www.Landmarks.org later in the year.

Landmarks Illinois wants to 
recognize the women who laid the path for both 
today’s female graduates and professionals who 
continue to impact Illinois’ built environment.

In celebration of the life and work of acclaimed historian and civil rights 
activist, Timuel D. Black, Jr., Landmarks Illinois has created a named grant 
fund in his honor. The Timuel Black, Jr. Grant Fund for Chicago’s South Side 
will recognize the deep and sustained influence Chicago’s South Side has had 
on Mr. Black’s life, as well as the lives of countless others. 

The Fund will support planning and capital 
projects that work to preserve and promote 
the history, culture and architecture of 
Chicago’s South Side—roughly bound by 
Cermak Road, Lake Michigan, Ashland Avenue 
and the southern boundary of the city of 
Chicago. Eligible applicants include nonprofit 
and community organizations as well as 
faith-based and educational institutions. 
Grants will range from $1,000 - $2,500 each, 
depending on need, and will require a 1:1 
match. Applications will be accepted on a 
quarterly basis. The first application deadline 
will be July 15. Visit www.Landmarks.org/
grants to learn more.  
Credit: Oscar H. Izquierdo.

Timuel Black at the South 
Side Community Art Center
On February 26, Landmarks 
Illinois hosted an intimate 
discussion with Timuel D. 
Black Jr. at the South Side  
Community Ar ts Center. 
A small number of guests, 
including high school students 
from Westmont High School's 
African American Cultural 
Studies Club, gathered to hear Black talk about the history of the South Side 
of Chicago and to share stories of what life was like during the first Great 
Migration. He talked about the importance of understanding one’s own history 
and heritage and encouraged the students in the crowd to be the source of 
positive change in their communities. “I feel the need to share my experiences 
with younger people so they can be encouraged that we shall overcome,” Black 
said. “We shall overcome. One day, we do believe that we shall overcome.” 
Students and other guests had the chance to ask Black questions during the 
event, take pictures with him and have him sign their copies of his book, “Sacred 
Ground: The Chicago Streets of Timuel Black.”

"I feel the need to share my experiences with 
younger people so they can be encouraged 
that we shall overcome."
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statewide

suburban

statewide

DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO. ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING ELGIN 
Cook Communications Ministries, owner of this 1901 Classical Revival building, 
is seeking to demolish it. Placed on Landmarks Illinois’ Chicagoland Watch List in 
2008 after it was vacated, the historic Administrative Building shields views of 
the company’s manufacturing facilities. The building is eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places, which would enable use of tax incentives 
for rehabilitation and reuse. However, the owner wants to demolish it to reduce 
maintenance costs and property taxes. If demolished, the land would remain 
vacant with no apparent plans. The Northeast Neighborhood Association of 
Elgin is working with the city to seek a preservation-minded buyer or lessee to 
pursue a suitable reuse. City Council, for the first time, is seeking landmarking 
without owner consent. The Historic Preservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing. If a landmark recommendation is sent back to Council, a super 
majority vote will be required.
Credit: Brian Pinon.

SOUTH SIDE HISTORIC CHURCHES CHICAGO 
Despite the shelter-in-place order imposed due to COVID-19, Landmarks Illinois 
continues working remotely with several South Side historic church congregations 
to address needed repairs to their buildings. LI provided technical assistance to 
the recently landmarked Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church (4600 S. King 
Dr., see side and  back cover), for several grant and loan applications. Structural 
engineering assistance is forthcoming, in coordination with McGuire, Igleski & 
Assoc., for Blackwell-Israel Samuel A.M.E. Zion Church (3956 S. Langley Ave.), 
also pending Chicago Landmark designation. In coordination with the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service, Landmarks Illinois 
is also providing technical assistance with Berglund Construction to Greenstone 
Church, in the Pullman National Monument, for emergency repairs to its tower 
and roof. All are doing online services and welcome donations during this time of 
reduced Sunday contributions.
Joseph Walker and Jonathan Crutcher of Mt. Pisgah, which hosted LI’s DePriest Home 
Ribbon Cutting reception in January 2020. 

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVOCACY WEEK  
WASHINGTON. D.C. 
In early March, Landmarks Illinois led an Illinois delegation to Congressional 
meetings in Washington, D.C., as part of Preservation Action’s Advocacy Week. 
Landmarks Illinois Springfield Office Director Frank Butterfield was joined by 
Ellen Stoner of AltusWorks, Rachel Firgens of MacRostie Historic Advisors, 
Alyssa Frystak of PlaceEconomics and Landmarks Illinois members Thomas 
Klein and Carl Klein. The group visited every House and Senate office for Illinois, 
and met individually with U.S. Reps. Mike Bost (IL-12), Rodney Davis (IL-13), Bill 
Foster (IL-11), Jesus Garcia (IL-04) and Raja Krishnamoorthi (IL-08). The group 
discussed preservation’s job creation and investment in Illinois, including via the 
Federal Historic Tax Credit, the Historic Preservation Fund and at our current and 
proposed National Parks. Thank you to our colleagues, volunteers and elected 
officials for a successful 2020 National Historic Preservation Advocacy Week.
Frank Butterfield and fellow Illinois advocates pictured with Ashley Clayton, a member 
of Rep. Underwood’s office. 

suburban

city

IN THE FIELDTHE STATE OF PRESERVATION
STATEWIDE NEWS

KLAS RESTAURANT CICERO
Built in 1922 with later additions, Adolf Klaus wanted a distinctive 
Bohemian building, depicting traditional architecture and culture 
for the large Czech population in Cicero. After operating on Cermak 
Road for over 90 years, Klas Restaurant was sold last fall to an owner 
with unspecified plans. Many fear the unprotected building will be 
demolished. Much of the interior’s custom-made furniture, stained 
glass, architectural accents and paintings by Czech artists 
was removed and sold. A series of murals, painted in 
1938 by Gennadi Gordeyev were sold, but his frescos 
remain. Gordeyev’s granddaughter is seeking help 
to save the building. Contact Irene Hogstrom at 
i_hogstrom@yahoo.com.
Credit: Irene Hogstrom. 

FORMER CHICAGO TOWN  
AND TENNIS CLUB CHICAGO
The former Chicago Town and Tennis Club, 
built in 1924 and designed by George 
Maher in the Tudor Revival-style, faces 
demolition. Misericordia recently purchased 
the property with plans to demolish the 
historic building to create housing for people 
with disabilities. The building is orange rated 
in the Chicago Historic Resources Survey. 
The City of Chicago issued a demolition permit 
under the agreement that Misericordia will hold 
off on demolition until June 17 to allow a qualified 
entity to take ownership of the building and relocate 
it. Inquiring parties should contact Julie O’Sullivan at  
julieo@misericordia.com.

CHAUTAUQUAS AND TABERNACLES FREEPORT AND SHELBYVILLE 
Illinois’ Chautauquas and Tabernacles, listed on Landmarks Illinois’ 
2018 Most Endangered Historic Places, are back in the news this 
year. After the Freeport Park District voted to demolish the Oakdale 
Tabernacle in February, Landmarks Illinois was instrumental in 
having the demolition contract rescinded while the park district 
consults with the State Historic Preservation Office. The Friends of 
the Freeport Park District is working to save the tabernacle via a sale or 
public-private partnership. In Shelbyville, advocates for the Chautauqua 
(pictured) celebrated the approval of a non-binding referendum asking 
voters if the city should repair and preserve the historic auditorium. The 
referendum passed by a vote of 59% to 31%. 

CICERO

SHELBYVILLE

CHICAGO
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Landmarks Illinois has provided nearly $25,000 in grant funding so far this year to 
preservation projects across the state. The Preservation Heritage Fund and Barbara 
C. and Thomas E. Donnelley II Preservation Fund grant programs offer critical 
financial support to help save the special and historic places in our communities. We 
are proud to be able to offer this resource to people working to save places in Illinois.  

Read about our 2020 grant recipients below. Visit us at www.Landmarks.org/grants to learn 
more about each project and to see if your preservation project qualifies for grant funding.

GLIDDEN HOMESTEAD DEKALB
The 159-year-old Glidden Homestead 
and Historical Center received a $2,500 
matching grant to restore the front 
steps of the former home of Joseph F. 
Glidden, the inventor of barbed wire and 
a co-founder of Northern Illinois State 
Normal School, now known as Northern 
Illinois University.
left: Glidden Homestead. Credit: Glidden 
Homestead and Historical Center.

ELGIN MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL ELGIN
The charter school, which is housed in 
the former Fox River Country Day School, 
received a $2,500 matching grant to aid 
with renovation of the Administration 
Building. Landmarks Illinois included 
the campus, designed by Prairie School 
architect John S. Van Bergen, on its 2012 
Most Endangered Historic Places in Illinois. 
left: Administrative Building at the former Fox 
River Country Day School. 

GLENCOE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
GLENCOE
Landmarks Illinois 2019 Most Endangered 
Historic Places in Illinois site, the Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed Booth Cottage, is 
being relocated from private property to 
public park land to ensure its preservation. 
Landmarks Illinois awarded the Glencoe 
Historical Society a $2,500 matching 
grant to help fund this effort. 
left: Booth Cottage being prepped to move to 
its new location. Credit: Peter Van Vechten.

BY THE 
NUMBERS

*according to 2016 report: “No 
Small Change: The Grant Programs 
of Landmarks Illinois,” prepared by 

PlaceEconomics for Landmarks Illinois.

total grant funding awarded 
so far this year 

$22,500

9

4

preservation projects  
have received Landmarks Illinois  

grant funding in 2020  

times a year Landmarks Illinois  
awards grants through its  

Preservation Heritage Fund.  
Application deadlines are in  

January, April, July and October.  

BARBARA C. AND 
THOMAS E. DONNELLEY II 
PRESERVATION FUND

VICTORY GARDENS THEATER CHICAGO
The Chicago theater company received a 
$1,000 matching grant to help create a long-
term sustainable maintenance plan for the 
historic Biograph Theater, the 105-year-old 
theater where the company performs. The 
Biograph Theater is one of the earliest movie 
houses in Chicago. 
above: Biograph Theatre. Credit: Victory Gardens 
Theater Company. 

PLEASANT PLAINS HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY PLEASANT PLAINS
Landmarks Illinois awarded the historical 
society a  $2,500 matching grant to help 
restore flooring in the Cunningham Barn 
at the Clayville Historic Site – a group of 
Central Illinois historic buildings dating 
back to 1842 that recreate an early 
pioneer village. 
above: Clayville Historic Site. Credit: Pleasant 
Plains Historical Society.

FRIENDS OF HAUBERG CIVIC CENTER 
ROCK ISLAND
After receiving a 2019 Landmarks 
Illinois Richard H. Driehaus Foundation 
Preservation Award, the nonprofit Friends 
of Hauberg received a $2,500 matching 
grant this year to re-glaze historic windows 
at the carriage house on the historic 
Hauberg Estate – home to a 1911 Spencer 
& Powers Prairie-Style mansion and Jens 
Jensen-designed garden. 
right: Members of the Friends of the Hauberg 
Civic Center. Photo Friends of Hauberg Civic 
Center Foundation.

MACOUPIN COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY CARLINVILLE
A $2,500 matching grant from Landmarks 
Illinois helped the Historical Society repair 
the sleeping porch at the 1833 Anderson 
Mansion, which houses Macoupin County 
memorabilia and is open to public tours. 
right: Anderson Mansion. Credit: Macoupin 
County Historical Society.

PRESERVATION HERITAGE FUND GRANT RECIPIENTS

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
SALEM
A $2,500 matching grant helped the church 
restore its historic stained glass windows. 
Built in 1907, the church is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and has 
undergone other rehabilitation projects, 
such as the installation of a new roof. 
right: A stained glass window in Grace United 
Methodist Church. Credit: Grace United 
Methodist Church. 

GLESSNER HOUSE CHICAGO
Glessner House, built in 1887 and designed 
by Henry Hobson Richardson, received a 
$4,000 matching grant to repair water 
damage in the home’s basement, caused 
by a broken sewer pipe. Landmarks Illinois 
has held a preservation easement on 
Glessner House since 2006. 
right: Glessner House.

HIGHLIGHTING OUR 2020 GRANT RECIPIENTS

times a year Landmarks Illinois  
awards grants through the  

Donnelley Preservation Fund. 
Application deadlines are in  

April and October. 

of a preservation project’s 
total cost typically covered by a 

Landmarks Illinois grant*

2

5.7%
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DECEMBER 22, 2019 – APRIL 13, 2020 Through membership dues, contributions, event 
sponsorship and grants, Landmarks Illinois is able to preserve, protect and promote Illinois’ 
historic buildings and sites. The Board of Directors, volunteers and staff sincerely thank all our 
supporters for their contributions. However, space allows us to only list the following.

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
CONTRIBUTIONS

Hope E. Alexander
Catherine Baker, Landon Bone Baker  
 Architects
Bradford Ballast
Ann Belletire
Jennifer Blackman, Save the Shrine
Kara Boeldt
Thomas Brantley, Fifth Avenue Capital  
 Partners Inc.
Byron T. Brazier, Apostolic Church of God
William J. Brodsky
Carmen Caldero
Thadius T. Collins
Susanna Craib-Cox, ARUP
John Cramer
Steven Dandrea, Pierre-Yves Richon
Kim Douglass
Barbara Nitchie Fuldner
Linda C. Glick

Christopher Hubbard, Hubbard Design  
 Group
Pat Hurley, PJH & Associates, Inc.
Bernard Jacobs
Carolyn & Walker C. Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Marilyn & Carl Johnson
Ellie Kim, Pierre-Yves Rochon, Inc.
Leonard Koroski, Goettsch Partners
Mark Kuberski
Zachary Lazar
Yvette M. LeGrand
Suzanne McCullagh
Norman & Janet Moline
Barbara & Jonathan Moss
Pawel Nawrocki
Cathy Osika, Related Midwest
Lynn Osmond, Chicago Architecture  
 Center

Jeffrey Pezza, Walsh Construction   
 Company
Deven Rand
Mary Read, National Trust For Historic  
 Preservation
Elaine G. Rosen
Patricia Rotondo, Antunovich Associates,  
 Inc.
Michelangelo Sabatino, IIT-College of  
 Architecture
Patrick J. Slattery, HED Design
Ellen Stoner, AltusWorks, Inc.
Janet Surkin & Robert Stillman
Saul Sutton
Andrew Tripp, Nixon Peabody LLP
Matthew Wadland
Robert Wislow, Parkside Realty, Inc.
Amy Woods
Antoinette Wright, National Museum Of  
 Gospel Music

$1,000-$4,999 
Rolf Achilles
John K. Adler
Andrew Ahitow, City Pads
Tony Aiello, Bovelli Custom Millwork
John D. Alba, Winthrop Capital Partners
Paul Alessandro, Hartshorne Plunkard  
 Architecture
Robert Altman
Abe Asllani, Christopher Glass &   
 Aluminum, Inc.
Alicia Berg
Fred Berglund, Berglund Construction  
 Company
BMO Wealth Management 
Norman & Virginia Bobins,  
 The Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation
Lee M. Brown & Pixie Newman
BTL Architects
C.J. Erickson Plumbing Co. 
John J. Chandler, St. Ignatius College Prep
Confluence
Lawerence Converso
Core Spaces
Mary Ann Cronin
Patty Dalkos, Guaranteed Rate
Eric Dexter
Richard H. Driehaus, Driehaus Capital  
 Management, Inc.
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Michael Duffy, Twain Financial Partners

Exclusive Woodworking, Inc.
Sonia Fischer
Focus
Jean A. Follett & Douglas M. Thompson
Daniel A. Fortman, Weiss + Company, LLP
Timothy Frens, Plante Moran
Thomas Gabel, Klein and Hoffman
Dennis Garlick, W.E. O'Neil Construction  
 Company
Kim & Ed Gerns
Ari Glass
Jake Goldberg, Goldberg General   
 Contracting, Inc.
Jeffrey P. Goulette, SGW Architects
Scott Gumienny, Jensen Window   
 Corporation
Philip Hamp, Vinci-Hamp Architects, Inc.
Mark G. Henning
The Hill Group
Jeff Jozwiak, Norcon, Inc.
Nancy H. & Thomas M. Klein
Jay Krehbiel & Silvia Beltrametti
Nancy & Rick Kreiter
Diane S. & Dennis W. Langley
Judi Male & Irving Stenn
Judy & John McCarter
Bonnie McDonald & Michael Johnson
Erica C. Meyer & David Hamel
Juan Gabriel Moreno, JGMA

Melody Morgan, Trinity United Church  
 Of Christ
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Laurie & Chris Nielsen
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Notz, Jr.
Sharon Popp, C S Associates, Inc.
Karen & Jim Prieur
James Rauh, Continental Properties  
 Company
Bob Remer, Edgewater Historical   
Society
RestoreWorks Masonry Restoration
Janet & Philip Rotner
Alli Rutledge, Thornton Tomasetti
Ziad Salameh, ZS Architectural   
 Engineering
Avni Shah, Bell Law LLC
William A. Spence
Joseph Starshak
John H. Stassen
Andrea C. Terry & Edward I. Torrez
United Union of Roofers
Jesse Vanek, Historic Deerfield
John Vinci
Anne B. Voshel
Pooja Vukosavich, Studio V Design
Glen Weisberg
G. Marc & Tracy Whitehead
Doug Withington, Adamson Plumbing  
 Contractors

$500-$999 

$10,000 & ABOVE 
Block Electric Company 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Bulley & Andrews/Bulley & Andrews  
 Masonry Restoration
Jean Follett & Doug Thompson
Gregory S. Gallopoulos
Ginsberg Jacobs LLC
Shelley Gorson & Alan Salpeter
Mary L. Gray
Frieda Ireland
The Kim Group 
Klein and Hoffman
Judy & Ray McCaskey
Ann S. & Samuel M. Mencoff
Murphy Real Estate Services
Premier Catering and Events
Van Dam Charitable Foundation
Wintrust Commercial Banking

$5,000 & ABOVE 
Gary W. Anderson, Architects
Berglund Construction
Tony Borich
Boston Valley Terra Cotta
Chase
Christy Webber Landscapes
CL Enterprises
Barbi & Tom Donnelley
Bob Eschbach
Gladding, McBean
Golub & Company/CIM
Scott Goodman, Farpoint Development
James & Brenda Grusecki
IBC Illinois Brick Co. and Menconi Terrazzo  
 Flooring
Frieda Ireland & Carroll Damron
Chris Lee, Bulley & Andrews Masonry  
 Restoration, LLC
James & Pauline Montgomery 
Arthur Murphy III, Arthur Murphy and  
 Audrey Davis, Urban Real Estate   
 Research, Inc.
Neal & Leroy, LLC
Pedersen & Houpt
Michael Rachlis, Rachlis Duff & Peel
Related Midwest
Michael Reschke, The Prime Group, Inc.
Tom Scott, CA Ventures
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
Solomon Cordwell Buenz (SCB)
TM Financial Forensics, LLC
Travelers Bond & Specialty Insurance
U.S. Bancorp Community Development  
 Corporation
Brian Walsh
Daniel Walsh Jr.
Margaret Regan Walsh
Alex Wolking, Keller Williams Chicago- 
 Lincoln Park

National Trust for Historic Preservation
GRANT 

Timuel D. Black, Jr.
Lisa DiChiera
Madeline Gelis
Shelley Gorson
Joseph P. Gromacki
Janet Rotner
Alex Wolking

IN HONOR OF 

Berglund Construction
Chris Enck, Revive Architecture
Kellermeyer Godfryt Hart, PC
Klein and Hoffman Inc.

IN-KIND GIFTS  
   

Anonymous
BEQUEST 

$25,000 & ABOVE 
Antunovich Associates, Inc.
ArdmoreRoderick 
Richard H. Driehaus
Joseph Paul Gromacki
Pritzker Military Library 

Franz Schulze 
IN MEMORY OF 

$50,000 
Jenner & Block LLP

Follett Corp.
MATCHING GIFTS 

Don Evans, Chicago Literary Hall of Fame
Eric Nordstrom
Rana Segal, Ravens Voyage Productions
John Vinci

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
KIND ASSISTANCE 

In early March, Landmarks Illinois 
hosted its 15th Annual Legendary 
Landmarks Celebration in the Grand 
Ballroom at the Hilton Chicago. LI’s 
members and donors came together 
for an inspiring evening to honor 
our 2020 Legendary Landmarks 
Timuel D. Black Jr., Joseph P. 
Gromacki and Matthew and Daniel 
Walsh. The event raised $840,000 
for Landmarks Illinois’ advocacy 
programs. We thank the celebration 
host committee, Landmarks Illinois’ 
Board of Directors and Emeritus 
board, Skyline Council members, 
current and past Legendary 
Landmarks and our donors for your 
continued support of this annual 
event. To learn more about our 2020 
Legendary Landmarks and watch 
their honoree videos, please visit  
our website.
Matthew and Daniel Walsh, Timuel D. 
Black Jr., and Joseph P. Gromacki.  
Credit: Pivot Photography.

#mysacredground is Riverside, a 
distinct community established in 
1869, designed by Frederick Law 
Olmsted and now a National Historic 
Landmark. My wife and I recently 
moved to Riverside, and we enjoy 
strolling the winding roads and 
admiring the landscape and residential 
architecture with our dog, Sam. 
- Matt Seymour, Riverside

#mysacredground was always the 
University of Illinois Observatory in 
Urbana, a National Historic Landmark. 
Evenings spent here always involved a 
sense of awe and connected me to the 
larger universe just beyond my reach. 
Although I now live in South Carolina, 
I still return to Urbana and recall so 
many evenings spent in the quiet of 
the dome observing the night sky.   
– Michael Svec, South Carolina 

#mysacredground is the Chicago 
Cultural Center, by far one of the 
most stunning spaces in Chicago. The 
mosaics are almost unparalleled to 
many, many places I've seen in the 
world, and I've seen a fair amount 
of the great ones in the western 
hemisphere.  
- Tom Kus, Maywood
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Sharing Our 
“Sacred” Spaces
In mid-March, at the start of shelter-at-
home orders due to the Coronavirus, 
Landmarks Illinois launched its 
#mysacredground social media 
campaign, asking our supporters and 
followers to help promote the power of 
place. We believe places can serve as a 
beacon of hope and security, and have 
the power to connect us even if we 
cannot physically gather in them for the 
time being. Our social media campaign 
calls on people to share the “sacred” 
places that provided comfort and joy 
during this difficult time.

Our inspiration for the campaign came 
from 2020 Legendary Landmark 
Timuel D. Black Jr. who refers to 
special places in his South Side 
community as his “sacred ground.” 
Below are shortened versions of some 
of the #mysacredground stories from 
our campaign. 

To learn more about how Landmarks Illinois 
has responded to the Coronavirus pandemic, 
visit www.Landmarks.org/Covid-19.  

  EVENT HIGHLIGHT

15th Annual 
Legendary 
Landmarks 
Celebration

Now taking 
nominations for the 

2020 Landmarks Illinois 
Richard H. Driehaus 
Foundation Preservation 
Awards
Deadline June 15, 2020 
Visit www.Landmarks.org for more 
information on the program and how 
to apply.
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Join us for our first virtual Annual Meeting 
in late June. Look for an email invitation soon with date 
and details. 

To be sure you receive your announcement, connect 
with us is by subscribing to our e-newsletters. You can 
enter your email address at the bottom of any webpage 
at www.Landmarks.org under “STAY IN TOUCH.” 
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Please also follow us on social media    @landmarksill      @landmarksill      @landmarksillinois 

ANNUAL M
EETING

Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church, Chicago.


