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M om Finds Time tb' Design, Build Houses

i
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, Architect Jear Wehrheim wed to Architect John Wehrheim holds son, George, in Wehrheims®

l_lolar house in ¥ork Center south of Lombard, W ehrheims began designing home on their honey-
moon; later built it from foundation up.
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While George naps, Mrs, Wehr-
heim spends quiet moment. at
. drafting board.

Mrs., Wehrheim, who also is general contractor on three homes

[TRIBUNE Photos by Willlam C. Loewe]

she designed, checks plans with Carpenter Gerhard Beukema while
son, George, munches cooky from Beukema's lunch,

Building Their Solar Hoine
a Natural for This Couple

Mrs. Jean Wehrheim can in-

stall wiring, mix mottar,
change diapers, and prepare
formula,
' She also can tell you about
a solar house [she lives in one
she helped design and build]
and enlighten you on the prob-
lems of genecral contracting.

For Mrs. Wehrheim, 29 —
wife, mother, architect, and
general contractor—early this
year began, as her own gener-
al contractor, building three
homes of her own design in
York Center, the coiperative
community at Meyers and Roo-
sevelt rds, She lives in York
Center with her'husband, John,
an architect, in the house John
and Jean {Wehrheim] built,

: Work at Home

This all started in 1948 when
she graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois with a de-
.gree in architecture, Her first
fob for a Chicago architect
served as introduction to her
husband, who worked in the
same office. .

After their marriage in May,
1949, and a honeymoon . spent
beginning the designs for their
present home, .both moved on
to new jobs in the office of
another Loop architect. .

Feedings and Subcontractors -

“A year later, I came to
Glen Ellyn to ‘work for a con-
tractor and finally I gave up
and began doing some work at
home,” sald Mrs, Wehrheim.
“Then, John gave up his Loop
job and made, his office here
at home until'life becamé too
hectic and he opened an office
in Lombard.” " .

The hectic element was the

arrival of George, the Wehr-.

heim’s 16 months old adopted
son. ,

‘“After the baby came, I
gave up trying to do drafting
work — you need peace and
quiet for that ~—-and got the
idea to try general contract-
ing.” .

So, between feedings and
naps, Mrs, Wehrheim holds
conferences with subconfrac.
tors, makes visits to her three
home sites, and cares for the
five room house she and her
husband désigned and con-
structed on a lot nearly an acre
in size.

“Designing these three
homes I'm building now wasn't
as hard as designing our own
home,” she Jaughed. “It {akes
a long time for two architects
to plan their own home, you
know, and we've got enough
plans left over for 10 other
homes!”

*John Wehrheim is now offi-
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a Natural for This Couple

[Continucd from first page}

cial architect for the York
Center codperative community
where house plans for all pros-
pective residents must be in-
spected by him, He and his wife

built their own house from

pouring the foundation [ready
mix cement] {o laying the roof
planks,

“Jt's a solar house,” ex-
plained the family's feminine
architect. *“ That means the en-
tire south wall—52 feet long
— i3 all glass. An overhang
prevents the summer sunfrom
entering but permits the win-
ter sun to heat the entire house
during day hours.

“Even in zero weather, we
can shut off the heat on a
sunny day, and occasionally it
becomes so warm, I have to
open the door.”

Son Likes Cookies

The Wehrheims estimate
they built their own home for
$9,300, exactly half of what it
would have cost had they had
it built for them, The homes
that Mrs. Wehrheim is build-
ing range in price from $15,
000 to $20,000,

Son George has adapted well
to his mother’s schedule, While

she confers with workmen, he
ransacks their lunches for
cookies, And father Wehr-
heim?

*1 guess he takes it all as a
Imatter of course,” says his
| wife. .
| Career life comes naturally
to Mrs. Wehrheim, Her father,
Harry Wiersema, a graduate in
rarchitectural engineering from
the University of 1llinois, is as-
sistar:t to the chief engineer at
the Tennessee valley authority.

Career Family

One sister, Mrs. Diane Ehlers
of Columbus, O., a geologist,
s married to a geologist on the
faculty of Ohio State university.
Another, Mrs. Lila Dannhauer,
a chemist, is wed to a doctor
now starting his interneship at
the Menninger clinics, Topeka,
Kas.

A younger sisfer, Alice, {s
majoring in chemistry at the!
University of Illinois, and a
brother, Harry Jr., still in high
school, intends to be an en.
gineer, o

“And what of your moth-
er?” Mrs. Wehrheim was
asked. “ Well, she attended the
University of Chicago, worked
as a legal secretary — and
reared five children!”
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