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OLD COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL
A redevelopment plan for Old Cook County Hospital was approved in May by the Cook 
County Board, which will allow MB Real Estate Services to invest $600 million in the 
historic building and reuse it for hotel, apartments and retail.  The developer will pay $2 
million in annual rent to the County under a 99-year lease and use federal historic tax 
credits to help finance the rehabilitation.  LI has advocated for the preservation of the 
building for 18 years, placing it on the statewide endangered list in 2001 and in three 
additional years. LI produced a reuse study in 2003 and over multiple years testified 
before the County Board to stave off demolition. In 2014, LI prepared another reuse 
plan as part of a County-sponsored charrette. LI thanks Cook County Board President 
Preckwinkle for her support of this important landmark. 
(photo credit: Lisa DiChiera, Landmarks Illinois)

IRVING HOUSE
As reported in The Arch in February 2015, LI Skyline Council member Chris Enck 
purchased and moved the Prairie-style Irving House (John Van Bergen, 1928) from 
Wilmette to Evanston to save it from demolition by a developer. From October 2014 
until March 2015 it rested on the parking lot of a yet-to-be-opened Whole Foods on 
Green Bay Rd., while site preparation was completed for its new location at 2771 
Crawford Ave. Since its relocation, Enck added a full basement, increasing the home’s 
size to nearly 3,000 sq. feet, upgraded bathrooms and the kitchen and replaced the 
mechanical, plumbing and electrical systems. Enck plans to seek landmark designation 
from the City of Evanston, which would enable a purchaser to utilize the Property 
Tax Assessment Freeze for Historic Residences incentive.  For information about 
purchasing or renting the home, contact Lisa DiChiera at DiChieraL@LPCI.org.
(photo credit: Chris Enck)

ILLINOIS HISTORIC PRESERVATION LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS
In March, the Illinois Historic Preservation Legislative Caucus welcomed new co-chair 
Rep. Steve Andersson of Geneva, joining Sen. Pam Althoff of Crystal Lake, Sen. Andy 
Manar of the Macoupin County region, and Rep. Jerry Costello of the Randolph County 
region. Landmarks Illinois works with the caucus to advance preservation policy and 
legislation – most recently the focus has been the need to extend the River Edge 
Redevelopment Zone Historic Tax Credit program.  Check the list of current Illinois 
Historic Preservation Caucus members on Landmarks Illinois website (Landmarks.org) 
to confirm the participation of your legislators or to encourage them to join. If they 
have joined, please thank them for their support of preservation in Illinois!

clockwise from left: Sen. Pam Althoff and Rep. Steve Andersson; Sen. Andy Manar;  
Rep. Jerry Costello
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Every year, Landmarks Illinois engages 
an increasing number of communities 
throughout Illinois in preservation-
related efforts. This map illustrates the 
over 100 places where Landmarks Illinois 
has made site visits, given assistance, 
listed Most Endangered properties, 
awarded grant s ,  and presented  
our Richard H. Driehaus Foundation 
Preservation Awards in the past fiscal 
year: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016.
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