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Chairs Shelley Gorson (from left), Catherine Handelsman and

Madeline Gelis.

David A. Bahlman (left) and John Bryan.

Robin Mumford salutes a friend.

Ramsey Lewis mixes with fellow honorees and guests Saturday. -JEREMY LAWSON PHOTOS/FOR THE SUN-TIMES

Cultural stalwarts gain legendary status

he glitterati swarmed

Ramsey and Jan Lewis,

Richard and Mary Gray

and John and Neville
Bryan outside the Red Lacquer
Room at the ‘historic Palmer
House Hilton on Saturday. There
were cameras flashing, hugging,
kissing, posing ... all indications
of a high-profile pa.rty And so it
was: the annual Legendary Land-
marks Gala, presented by the
Landmarks Preservation Coun-
cil of Ilinois.

Last year, the council decided
to launch the Legendary Land-
marks program to recognize citi-
zens who have made contribu-
tions to the civic and cultural life
of Chicago and Illinois. The
awards mirror the group’s mis-
sion of identifying, preserving
and maintaining state treasures
such as the Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe’s Farnsworth House in
Downstate Plano and the Chicago
Theatre on North State. Lois
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Lewis, Gray and

Guests feasted on filet mignon
Bryan, also have been PARTY FILE and vegetables, while the Al
stalwarts in the pres-  Ticket price: $500.  Sofia Orchestra supplied the en-
ervation movement Guests: 540. tertainment. Adding to the sense
and supporters of Amount raised: of occasion were introductions
arts and culture, More than $400,000. by Warrick Carter, president of

“We are treating

them like great pieces of archi-
tecture,” said David A.

president of Landmarks Illinois
(the council's shorthand name).
Bryan, the retired chairman and
CEQ of Sara Lee Corp., and Gray,
a renowned gallery owmer of mod-
ern and contemporary art, were
instrumental in saving the Farns-
worth House by raising $7.5 mil-
lion in eight weeks. Gray then
headed to the auction of the
Farnsworth House to bid aggres-
sively on behalf of preservation-
ists. Bryan also rallied supporters
to help construct Millennium
Park, which Bahlman called a
“landmark of tomorrow.” And
Lewis, as a jazz musician, “is a
piege of Chicago culture that’s as

Weisberg, commissioner of the city's Cultural Imporlant as those buildings,” Bahlman said.

Columbia College Chicago; John
'W. McCarter Jr., president and CEO of the
Field Museum of Natural History, and James
Cuno, president and director of the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago, who introduced Lewis, Gray
and Bryan, respectively. Leslie Hindman
was the emcee.

Among the evening’s highlights:

# Lewis' performance of “Dear Lord” by
John Coltrane. Said the Palmer House
Hilton's Ken Price: “This is so beautiful 1
could ery”

+ Gray's quip about being “designated as a
landmark. Wouldn't you be shook up!”

+ Cuno's intro, which drew parallels be-
tween Bryan and presidential hopeful Sen.
Barack Obama (D-IIL.). He noted that both
are smart and good-looking, charismatic, po-
litically savvy and frequent the barber shop
Truefitt & Hill. )

The gala also provided the platform for
Bryan’s proclamation of the night: He

Affairs Department, was “landmarked” in the
2006 inaugural affair This year's honorees,

Gala co-chairs wers Madeline Gelis, Shel-

to put his fund-raising muscle behi
ley Gorson and Catherine Handelsman.

Obama, saying, “We are going all the way




