<Date>
The Honorable Richard M. Daley
Mayor

City of Chicago

121 N. LaSalle, Room 507 

Chicago, IL  60602

Re: Michigan Avenue Streetwall on Statewide Endangered List
Dear Mayor Daley,

I am writing in response to the Michigan Avenue Streetwall’s recent placement on Landmarks Illinois’ list of the 10 Most Endangered Historic Places.  
As a <Choose one or all that apply: resident of / frequent traveler to / fan of historic architecture within the city of> Chicago, I urge you to protect this most important and unique feature of the city.  Several recent proposals call for large additions within the Historic Michigan Boulevard landmark district.  These towering additions would be completely out of scale within the district and highly visible from both Grant and Millennium Park, essentially destroying an area protected by the Chicago landmark ordinance in 2002.

The Historic Michigan Boulevard District is a highly recognizable skyline that sets Chicago apart from other cities around the globe.  The continuous row of spectacular buildings lining Grant Park has served for over 200 years as the city’s “front door”.  It has become the postcard image of Chicago in the same way the Champs-Élysées in Paris, Trafalgar Square in London, and the Piazza San Marco in Venice symbolize their respective cities.  Permitting inappropriate and out-of-scale additions within the district would irreparably damage one of Chicago’s greatest assets.

Sincerely,
<Date>
Mr. Ben Weese, Chairman

Permit Review Committee
Commission on Chicago Landmarks

City of Chicago

33 N. LaSalle, Room 1600 

Chicago, IL  60602

Re: Michigan Avenue Streetwall on Statewide Endangered List
Dear Chairman Weese,

I am writing in response to the Michigan Avenue Streetwall’s recent placement on Landmarks Illinois’ list of the 10 Most Endangered Historic Places.  

As a <Choose one or all that apply: resident of / frequent traveler to / fan of historic architecture within the city of> Chicago, I urge you to protect this most important and unique feature of the city.  Several recent proposals call for large additions within the Historic Michigan Boulevard landmark district.  These towering additions would be completely out of scale within the district and highly visible from both Grant and Millennium Park, essentially destroying an area protected by the Chicago landmark ordinance in 2002.

The Historic Michigan Boulevard District is a highly recognizable skyline that sets Chicago apart from other cities around the globe.  The continuous row of spectacular buildings lining Grant Park has served for over 200 years as the city’s “front door”.  It has become the postcard image of Chicago in the same way the Champs-Élysées in Paris, Trafalgar Square in London, and the Piazza San Marco in Venice symbolize their respective cities.  Permitting inappropriate and out-of-scale additions within the district would irreparably damage one of Chicago’s greatest assets.

Sincerely,
