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these forms was the double tower, 60-story, Marina City completed in 1964 which exhibited a 
remarkable use of curved concrete shell forms for residential structures - a first for that era.  After the 
success of Marina City, Goldberg received large commissions for hospitals and other public 
institutional buildings. 
 
Prentice hospital is a prominent design by Goldberg, completed in 1975, which reveals a maturation 
by him of the concrete shell form.  The exterior quatrefoil shell at Prentice was sprung from the 
square interior core making it the first cantilevered high rise shell.  This in itself is a significant 
characteristic of the building. The 50 foot cantilever of each side eliminated the need for support 
columns thus allowing greater flexibility at the three-story building base.  This complex structural 
form was made possible using the finite element method, an early use of the computer analytical 
techniques that is ubiquitous in today’s offices. 
 
The history of the development and technical achievements described above are just some of the 
many reasons that Prentice Hospital deserves to be landmarked, saved from the wrecking ball, and 
reused in a sustainable fashion that fits within today’s paradigm.  However, it is said that “no man is a 
prophet in his own land.”  Tragically Chicago has shown this aphorism to be spot-on with the 
stewardship of built heritage within its own borders. Today one must travel to St. Louis, Missouri or 
Buffalo, New York to experience the sublime skyscrapers of the great Louis Sullivan. 
 
It is time for us to cherish this master work of one of Chicago’s very own architect/engineers before 
all that is left are drawings and photographs while the real “manuscript” has been erased in the name 
of increased square footage.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Prof. Görün Arun, Architecture Faculty, Yildiz Technical University, Istanbul, Turkey 
 
Prof. Alessandro Baratta, University of Naples, Department of Structural Engineering, Naples, Italy 
 
Prof. Luiga Binda, Architect, Professor Emeritus, Politecnico di Milano, Milan, Italy 
 

Orestos Modesto del Castillo del Prado, PhD Arch., Politécnico José Antonio Echeverría, Facultad 
de Arquitectura, Havana, Cuba 

 
Nicolas Cheval, Architecte, Unanime, Paris, France 
 
Prof. Miloš Drdácký, CEng, PhD, DSc, dr.h.c., Director, Institute of Theoretical and Applied 
Mechanics of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague, Czech Republic 
 
Prof. William A. Dupont, AIA, NCARB, San Antonio Conservation Society Endowed Professor; 
Director, Center for Cultural Sustainability, USA 
 
Peter R Elliott, BSc, CEng Consulting Engineer, Edinburgh, Scotland, United Kingdom 
 
Trish Emmett, UIA Vice President Region V (Africa), Durban, South Africa 
 
Wilfred Ferwerda, Engineer, Netherlands 
 

Lyne Fontaine, Senior Conservation Engineer, Secretary General ISCARSAH, ICOMOS Canada 
 

Donald Friedman, Old Structures Engineering PC, New York, New York, USA 
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Pedro Hurtado Valdez, PhD Eng., Lima, Peru 
 
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Wolfram Jäger, Buro fur Tragwerksplanung, Dresden, Germany 
 
Rohit Jigyasu, Professor and Scientific Coordinator for UNESCO Chair Programme, Ritsumeikan 
University, Kyoto, Chandigarh, India 
 
Stephen J. Kelley, AIA, SE, NCARB, FAPT, FICOMOS, Co-President ISCARSAH, Principal, Wiss, 
Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., USA 
 
Prof. Debra F. Laefer, PhD, Director of Conservation Research, University College, Dublin, Ireland 
 
Randolph Langenbach, F.A.A.R., Conservationtech Consulting, Oakland, CA, USA 
  
Arch. Giovanni Manieri-Elia, Rome, Italy 
 
Peter Phillips, Architect Reg. No. 4292, Sydney, Australia 
 
Michael Pittas, Structural Engineer, Nicosia, Cyprus 
 
Prof. Pere Roca Fabregat, Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain 
 
Dr.-Ing. Heinrich Schroeter, President Bayerische Ingenieurekammer-Bau, Nuremberg, Germany 
 
Marek Sklodowski, PhD, Institute of Fundamental Technological Research, Warsaw, Poland 
 
Prof. Ramiro Sofronie, Emeritus Professor, University Bucharest, Romania 
 
Prof. Gennaro Tampone, Collegio degli Ingegneri della Toscana, Florence, Italy  
 
Will Teron, P Eng., Director, Tacoma Engineers, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 
 
Prof. Daniel Torrealva, Facultad de Ciencias e Ingeniería, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 
Lima, Peru 
 
Dr. Christos Tsatsinafos, Pangaea Consulting Engineers, Athens, Greece 
 
Prof. Ahmet Turer, PhD, Civil Engineering Department, Structural Mechanics Lab, Middle East 
Technical University, Ankara, Turkey   
 
Julio Vargas Neumann, PhD, Lima, Peru 
 
Prof. Elizabeth Vintzileou, National Technical University of Athens, Department of Structural 
Engineering, Athens, Greece 
 
Asoka Palitha Wijeratne, President, Environmental Planning Services (PVT) Ltd., Colombo, Sri 
Lanka 
 
Rachel Will, Vice President, Association for Preservation Technology Western Great Lakes Chapter, 
Chicago, USA   
 
Prof. David Yeomans, PhD, Professor Emeritus, Manchester, United Kingdom     


