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"underwear bomber," who unsuccessfully
sought to destroy a passenger plane headed to
Detroit last Christmas. Although small in size
and hard to detect, the plane bombs contained
an industrial explosive called PETN that was
four to five time as powerful as the PETN
bomb carried by the underwear bomber.

What's most alarming, however, is the
sophistication of the explosives. One news
report said the bomb hidden in the computer
printer was so skillfully designed that "all the
printer's components appeared to be in place."
A statement issued by authorities in Qatar
said the explosives "could not be detected by
X-ray screening or trained sniffer dogs."

Obviously, the terror campaign waged by
al-Qaida has taken another ominous turn - a
new target and a more sophisticated weapon.
Disaster was averted in this case, but al-Qai-
da has demonstrated once again that it does
not rest in probing for weaknesses in this
country's security systems. America should
not rest until that threat is silenced.
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The soup kitchen and its volunteers were
kicked out of the Catholic Worker House in
what essentially was a turf battle between
kitchen advocates and those who saw the
facility as a family shelter. The Catholic
Worker House was hardly a panacea for the
soup kitchen. But crowded and chaotic as the
facility was, it was all the volunteers had, and
Iosing it raised concerns about the soup kitch-
en's future.

But it found a new home when New Cov-
enant offered the use of its facilities. which
are bigger.

Initially limited to serving sack lunches
because the church's kitchen did not meet
health code standards, soup kitchen volun-
teers have made improvements, including
acquiring a walk-in freezer and a walk-in
refrigerator. Now they can serve hot meals
rather than cold sandwiches, an immeasur-
able improvement.

Soup kitchen volunteers are still dreaming
of getting their own facility and providing
one-stop shopping for people who need more
than just a square meal. But in the meantime,
the soup kitchen and New Covenant, whose
motto is "putting love into action," have
formed a great partnership that meets an
important community need.
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UI is mishandling
Mumford renovation

I am responding to the
Oct. 17 editorial "Mumford's
future remains bleak." which
I believe partially misrepre-
sents the current situation
with the oldest building on the
U of I campus.

University of Illinois offi-
cials continue to inflate the
renovation price tag as $t.+
million-plus, even though its
own Mumford House Historic
Structure Report, by Vinci-
Hamp Architects, estimated
those costs at $800,000. one
can only assume this differ-
ence reflects the UI's high
overhead costs.

The recent expenditures
of $91,000 (originally bud-
geted to relocate the house
two miles off campus) were
intended to "stabilize" the
house, including making it
watertight, scrairing and
painting the exterior and pro-
viding a minimum level of
security. However, despite
objections by the Chancellor's
Advisory Committee - of
which I'm a member - offi-
cials decided to also demolish
two additions and to pressure
wash the wood clapboards,
a cleaning method known by
preservation professionals to
be damaging to historic build-
ings.

Officials also state that no
university department wants
the Mumford House. Yet our
office continues to hear from
university students, faculty
and area residents that the UI
has made no serious effort to
solicit potential users for the
house.

I hope these recent actions
are not an intentional sabo-
taging of Mumford House's
future. The UI Board of Thust-
ees has twice voted to sup-
port reuse of this unique
reminder of the school's ori-
gins. Improving the build-
ing's appearance, rather than
making it look worse for the
recent homecoming, would
have been a step in that direc-
tion.

JIM PETERS
Landmarks Illinois

Chicago

facilitated by Israel's ongoing
depravity.

Nevertheless, local Jewish
institutions sponsored a pur-
veyor of hate, and this choice
accurately reflects their poli
tics and their arrogance.

Meanwhile, the high-mind-
ed Program for Jewish Cul-
ture and Society on campus
ignores the elephant of racism
and ignorance in local Jewish
culture and society because
its directors can't bite the
hand that feeds them. It is this
cowardice, especially when
accompanied by intellectual
pretentiousness and self-con-
gratulation, that I find most
disturbing.

DAVID GREEN
Champaign

Insulting anti-Chiefs
reap what they sow

I'm sorry to see the
Beyond the Chief exhibit has
been removed. -I'd prefer
it remains in place for the
public to view and develop
its own opinions The recent
News Gazette article describ-
ing the display's removal
referred to remarks by Edgar
Heap of Birds and Robert
Warrior, the exhibit's art-
ist and curator, that similar
exhibits exist elsewhere with-
out negative reaction.

Warrior refers to the UI
vandalism as acts of hate.

I say he's wrong. We don't
hate Native Americans. We
do resent the small group
who bullies us and attempts
to drive university policy
through divisiveness, intimi-
dation and coercion. What
Chief opponents fail to
acknowledge is their aggres-
sive, in-your-face campaign to
erase the Chief tradition could
have repercussions within
a UI community that, as a
whole, does not abide by their
dogma.

They attack our values.
They attempt to destroy some-
thing thousands of students,
alumni and community mem-
bers have respected, honored
and held dear for 84 years.
Their rhetoric ("acts of hate")
afid antics are no less offen-
sive, hostile and abusive
toward Chief supporters than
they accuse us of being.Choice of UI speaker


